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negroes introduced into the Senate. I do not 


think it a proper place for it. I have never recog- 
nized the right of the Senate to do it, and I never 
will; and there I take issue with the honorable 
Senator in that particular. 
But, independent of that, the Indians are a peo- 
le who are upon our borders. We are brought in 
contact with them. We have taken their soil, 
their country. They have yielded to superior in- 
telligence, and to the spirit of domination inherent 
in ourrace. They area feeble race, yielding to 
the pressure of circumstances, and to the mastery 
of whitemen. Bat, sir, if they are inferior, and 
have fallen beneath our prowess, and they are 
rostrate, let us raise them up; let us elevate them; 
fet us bring them to equality with ourselves as 
to intelligence, for they are not inferior in native 
capacity, they are not inferior in the employment 
of mechanical arts. What did the Senator from 
California (Mr. Wetzer] say yesterday? He 
atated that the wild Indian boys, who were taken 
in California, and put to agricultural pursuits, 
learned with the same readiness that the white boys 
did, to plow, and the arts of agriculture, so faras 
they had been tried. It was manly testimony, 
and it commends the gentleman ad his experi- 
ence to consideration. He tells you, too, that 
a few years ago, there were not less than ten 
thousand Indians in four counties, who have now 
dissolved and melted away, until but a fraction 
over three thousand remain. With the vast num- 
ber that are still there, perhaps the proportion of 
diminution will soon be as great. We ought to 
look with some degree of commiseration upon 
these people. It is not the duty of every gentle- 
man to feel sympathy for them, but he should 
feel a manly respect for himself; he should feel 
for humanity in any shape, for a merciful man 
will be merciful to his beast. They are degraded 
and sunk by their contact with the white man. 
They have, unfortunately, first to learn his vices, 
and, by degrees, to glean his virtues. But yet we 
see, under these influences, nations rise, become 
respectable, intelligent, scientific, and not only 
scientific, or learned, but we find them with their 
judicial department, their political department, 
their administrative department, and their Chris- 
tian department. You find, in the last twenty 
years, not less than seventy ministers of the Gos- 
pel have grown up among the Creeks, the last to 
raise a hostile arm against the United States. 
Why not produce the same result with other 
tribes? My distinguished friend from Michigan 
{Mr. Cass] well knows that the Indian is suscepti- 
ble, not only of improvement, rapid improvement, 
aa to the facilities afforded to him, 
ut that he has as high and generous impulves 
as ever swayed the human heart; or quickened 
life’s vital current; and who, when their friend- 
ship is plighted, would give their life to redeem 
you from an adversary’sblow. Yet these men are 
not worth legislating for! Were their existence 
to terminate, and not to go beyond this earthly 
sphere, were there no eternity to receive the un- 
dying spirit of an Indian, humanity would bid us 
do justice to the red men. But they have an un- 
dying spirit, and if you inflict wrongs upon them 
and they are unredressed, the accountability may 
be beyond my power to tell; buat the honor of this 
pation demands the maintenance of good faith 
towards them. Have we heard that any efforts 
have been made to redress the wrongs recently in- 
flicted on the Delawares? No, sir, we have not 
heard that the military there have interposed and 
driven the offenders from their land. It is not 
neutral territory; it is their property; and the Uni- 
ted States is pledged, by treaty, and by honor, to 
protect them in its possession. They have dele- 
gated a trust to the United States to sell this land 
if they dispose of it for their benefit; but they 
have not given it tothe aggressor. Will the Gov- 
ernment permit their wrong to go unredressed ? 
Where is the military authority there, that they do 
not expel the aggressors, in obedience to the in- 
tercourse law—persons who are there without per- 
mission? Sir, the nation’s honor grovels in the 
dust, its ermine is soiled, its glories are clouded. 
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Mr. President, | -m reluctant to detain the 
Senate; but | must take the liberty of making a 
suggestion, and it mffty be regarded, in the char- 
acter of prophecy or fancy, as may be most coh- 
venient and acceptable. Raise the three thousand 
troops, make a general war with the Indians; and 
it will take five years to terminate it. It will be- 
come a focus of excitement. It will virtual! 
arrest emigration to California and to Oregon. te 
will cost you fifteen millions of dollars, and you 


then will have to approach these Indians through | 


the medium of pacification. Send your wise men, 
three commissioners, if you please, and send two 
or three hundred men, as discreet men might 
designate, and you will make peace with every 
man in the course of nine months, and give per- 
fect security to your emigrant trains. You will 
not hear of bloodshed, unless it results from a 
spirit of retaliation provoked by the whites. This 
being done, you would have the blessed reflection 
that you have saved the effusion of human blood. 
The women and children of the Indians will be 
preserved. But if you call the attention of the 
warriors to war and battle, and to marauding, by 
wa 
will ensue for want of the means of subsistence. 
Mark these words; pacific force will give peace 
and save millions of money, a hostile force will 
expend millions, waste human life, and dishonor 
the nation. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, the 
measure of increasing our military force, comes 
strongly recommended to us, by both the President 
and Secretary of War. Those recommendations 
are but earnest repetitions of what these officers 
and their immediate predecessors have strongly 
urged upon Congress at previous sessions; and in 
addition to the increase of our regular Army, we 
have recently received from the President, aspecial 
message, requesting us to authorize him to employ 
three thousand volunteers for the defense of our 
extended frontier, now believed to be menaced by 
Indian warfare. This force has been called for, 


long and repeatedly asked, as an addition to the 
regular Army, and, under the belief that, if those 
regiments were now granted, they could not be 
raised in time to meet the exigencies of the publie 
service. In view of the danger to our frontier 
settlers, and to the overland emigration to Cali- 
fornia and Oregon, | think the recommendations 
wise and judicious. It is not proposed that these 
volunteers shall become a part of the permanent 
force of the Army, nor remain in service over 
eighteen months. I know they can be brought 
into the field immediately, armed, mounted, and 
equipped, ready to accompany emigrants, build 
forts, or operate wherever there is likely to be dif- 
ficulty between the whites and the Indians, or 
between the different tribes. 

President Pierce, in his annual message at the 
commencement of this session says: 

‘The experience of the last year furnishes additional 
reasons, [ regret to say, of a painful character, for the rec- 
ommendation heretofore made to provide for increasing the 
military furce employed in the territory inhabited by the 
Indians. The setilerson the frontier have suffered much 
from the incursions of predatory bands, and large parties of 
emigrants to our Pacific possessions have been massacred 
with impunity. The recurrence of such scenes can only 
‘be prevented by teaching these wild tribes the power of, 
and their responsibility to, the United States. * * * * * The 
public mind of the country has been recently shocked by 
savage atrocities committed upon defenseless emigrants and 
border settlements ; and hardly less by the unnecessary de- 
struction of valuable lives, where inadequate detachments 
of troops have undertaken to furnish the needed aid.”’ 


President Fillmore said: 


“ Texas and New Mexico are surrounded by powerful 
tribes of Indians, who are a source of constant terror and 
annvyance to the inhabitants. Separating into small pred- 
atory bands, and always mounted, they overrun the coun- 


try, devastating farms, destroying crops, driving off whole | 


herds of cattle, and occasionally murdering the inhabitants 
or carrying them into captivity. The great roads leading 
into the country are infested with them, whereby traveling 
is rendered extremely dangerous, and emigration is almost 
entirely arrested. ‘The Mexican frontier, which, by the 
eleventh article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, we are 
bound to protect against the Indians within our border, is 
exposed to these ineursions equally with our own. The 
military force i in that country ‘ ing a 


of retaliation, upon your trains, starvation | 
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large portion of the Army) is represented as entirely inade 
quate to our own protection and the fulfillment of our treaty 
stipulations with Mexico. ‘The principal deficiency is in 
eavalry, and I recommend that Congress should, at as early 
a period as practicable, provide for the raising of one or 
more regiments of mounted men.’’ 


Mr. President, there can beno doubt if our pres- 
ent reguiar force was required anterior to the vast 
acquisitions of territory growing out of the Mexi- 
can war—and no one has ever denied that it was— 
the proposed augmentagion of that force is called for 
to protect and defend our frontier thus extended. 
Of this I am perfectly certain; and, representing 
as I do, in part, a frontier State, and feeling the 
deepest solicitude for the welfare and lives of the 
infant settlements west of my State, I should feel 
that I was derelict in duty if I failed warmly to 
support these Executive recommendations. 

Besides the information which has reached us 
from the heads of the Government, I have received 
much from private sources, with some of which I 
beg to trouble the Senate. A correspondent writes 
me from Council Bluffs, lowa, under date of the 
2d instant, thus: 


‘¢ Numerous petitions are in circulation among the citizens 
of the counties north of this, for the establishment of a fort 
near the mouth of the Sioux river, and it is much needed [ 
assure you. The Siouxs own the land down to the mouth 
of that river, and these Indians ure continually on this side, 
and on lands owned by the whites. They are becoming 
very saucy and very troublesome. There isa universal ap- 
prehension of serious difficulty with them this winter or 
the coming spring. The Yanctons pretend to claim thie 
side, down and to the Boyer river, and assert boldly their 
intention of coming over on our side to plant corn on the 
bottom next spring. They have made a business of pulling 
up every stake, and destroying the mounds in the Govern- 
ment surveys; in fact Goverument must do something wita 
them soon.’’ 


Another, from Nebraska Territory, whose let- 
ter bears date the 8th instant, says: 


**Governor Cumming bas issued a proclamation recom- 
mending the organization of two regiments of volunteers for 
the protection of the border settlements in the Territories, 
and_of emigrants crossing the plains to Utah and California. 
Should the Government take any steps towards further- 
ing this object, we ask that the forces placed in requisition 
be taken from this Territory. We think it would be the 
best policy for Congress to pass a law authorizing the Pres- 
ident to call into service one or more territorial regiments 
instead of sending on regular troops. Those who wou 
constitute the armed force in such case, are much better 
acquainted with the Indian eountry, and, as 4 consequence, 
would be much more effective im pursuing and conquering 
those hostile tribes,’’ 


Another, from lowa, under date of the 14th in- 
stant, says; 


**I have lately returned from California. I have been 
three trips across the mountains and back since 1850, There 
are a large number desirous of going across this season, if 
they could have any protection against Indian outrages. 
The Pawnees and Sioux are the worst Indians on the 
plains. The Sioux have never behaved so badly as they 
did the last season. The officers, from the highest to the 
lowest, give the Indians a paper, requiring the emigrants to 
give the Indians provisions. If they were to do this to all 
the Indians who present them with papers, it would con- 
sume aii their provisions before they had gone over more than 
one third of their journey. The Indians claim this for our 
traveling through their country ; butit is supposed, by emi- 
grants, that they have been treated with for the right of way 
by the Government. Iowa has a deep interest in this mat- 
ter, and does as large a business in drjving stock and trading 
to California as any State in the West; and | think nothing 
short of western volunteers will do much with these In- 
dians. There could be any number of volunteers raised in 
lowa, and the western part of Missouri, to attend to them. 
There could be One hundred volunteers raisedin Van Buren 
complys and ready to march in a week from the time of the 


Governor Hempstead, in his annual message 
to the Legislature of lowa, in December last, says: 


‘It should be remembered that Iowa is a frontier State ; 
portions of our northern and western boundaries are subject 
to the incursions of Indians, who have but recently dis- 
posed of their right to the soil, who return for the purpose 
of hunting, and not unfrequently commit depredations upon 
the white inhabitants before the United States troops, of 
any effective military.force, can be obtained to repel them. 
It is, therefore, prudent and necessary that we should have 
such a military organization as will enable us, in a case of 
emergency, to defend ourselves and protect our citizens. 
“In July last, I received information from the counties 
of Cerro Gordo, Floyd, Bremer, Chickasaw, Franklin, and 
others, that a large body of Indians, well armed and equipped, 
had made demonstrations of hostilities, by fortifying them- 
selves in various places, killing stock, and plundering 
houses, and that many of the inhabitants had entirely for- 
saken their homes, and left a large portion of their property 
at the mercy of the enemy; praying that a military force 
might be seut to protect them and their setiements. Upon 
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the reception of this information, an order was immediately 
jesned to General Jobn G. Shields, directing him to call out 
thé City Guards, of Dubuque, and such other force as might 
be necessary, not exceeding two companies, to remove the 
Indians from the State,” 
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who wields, for the time being, the: destinies of || by a military force adapted to, and adequate for, the pur. 


| this Republic, that if the Senator will name the 
|| men who have committed the outrages of which 
|| he complains, and make out his case, they will 


If our Army should be increased to the largest | be arraigned before a court-martial in double 


number proposed, it would have but a force of || 


fourteen thousand seven hundred and thirty-one | 
officers and men; but the Secretary of War, than | 
whom no one is more competent to judge, states, | 
that large ajiowances must always be made for | 
absentees, invalids, &c., and that the effective | 
force, under the proposed organization, would | 
probably never exceed eleven thousand. Any one, | 
even slightly acquainted with the nature of an_ 
army, will at once perceive that the Secretary is 
right in his estimate as to what will be the actual 
number of men ready formprvice. This diminu- | 
tien occurs from the rapid succession of casualties, 
from sickness, accidents, expirations of enlist- | 
ments, desertions, and death. Looking to the | 
condition of our Army in times past, we find its | 
available force is always a fourth, frequently a | 
third, less than that authorized by law. 
Our sea-board end foreign frontier, without | 
counting the doublings and indentations of the | 
const, exceeds ten thousand miles. We have 
double lines of Indian frontier and routes through | 
the Indian country, amounting to more than eight | 


thousand miles, upon which we not only owe it to || 


our own citizens to protect them; but are bound | 
by treaty obligations and the dictates of humanity, | 
to protect the weaker from the stronger tribes of | 
Indians, 

Our fortifications and military posts have been | 
greatly increased since the conclusion of the war 
with Mexico, and they, of course, require more 
force to occupy and defend them. The [Indian 
population embraced within our present limits is 
estimated, by the Secretary of War, to be four 
hundred thousand—of which probably one half, 
or forty thousand warriors, are believed to be 


| 





| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


hostile, and quite ready to become our active en- || 


emies. The older sisters of the Union should not || the dreadful servitude and scourge to which these 
forget that, by a policy, over which the West had | unhappy people were subjected by the barbarous 
Camanches; the recital of which, in his nervous 
/and manly style caused the Senate to thrill with 
portion of our frontier—the southwestern, the | pity. ; ’ 
western, and the northwestern States and Terri- | 1 do not now refer to this subject to animadvert 


no control, almost the entire Indian population of 
the United States is concentrated on the weakest 


tories. They have not only been located there, | 
but many of them are filled with revenge, for de- | 
feats and mistreatment which they suppose them- | 
selves to have received in States now relieved of 

their presence, They are placed in ready com- 

munication with the wild Indians of the West, 

those powerful and warlike tribes in the direction 

of Mexico, the Rocky mountains, and the north- 

west. Tribes which have never crossed stee! with | 
us, and who will ever be found ready to join in 

any inroad upon our frontier. 

Anxious as I am, Mr. President, for the pas- 
sage of these measures, looking to the defense of 
my constituents and neighbors, I should not have 
consumed any of the precious time of the Senate 
with these remarks, had it not been for the, to me, | 
extraordinary speech of the Senator from Texas, 





who sits furthest from me, (Mr. Housron.}] If || and docile people. Sir, let me read a short ex- 
have seldom listened to a speech, from the views | tract from a letter by a recent Governor of Texas, 
and sentiments of which I more thoroughly dis- || Governor Wood, to the late Secretary of War, 
sented than I do from those advanced by him, || devoted to the subject of the defenses of his State. 


and but for my personal knowledge of his iden- | 
tity, I could not have believed that I was listen- | 
ing to the pupil of Jackson, who bears upon his | 
ies enduring and honorable memorials of those | 
loody contests into which the Tennesseeans | 
were forced by the atrocities of the Creek and | 
other tribes of the southwest, during our late war | 
with Great Britain. His speech,.if I correctly | 
apprehended it, was little short of a direct attack | 
upon the people of the frontier, and the Army of | 
the United States; or rather, an indictment of | 
every man who wears the epaulettes of his country, | 
or marches under its flag. I was glad that the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Sure.ps,} called upon | 
him to name the men who have been guilty of the 
outrages which he charged. The Senator from 
illinois called on him to name them, because he | 
is anxious to preserve the hoenorof the country, | 
end unwilling to screen Army officers, or any 
other individuals in authority, from the merited | 
chastisement of public opinion, or the just senience | 
of a court-martial. Sir, I think | may presume 
to speak for the Secretary of War, (whom | know | 
well, but have.seen only once during this session, | 


| which were made by his able and efficient. col- 
| league [Mr. Rusk} but a short time since, to in- 


| treaty stipulation was forcibly shown by referring 


| slavery and cruelty to which they subjected 
| their prisoners, and the large number of Mexican 
| women and children, who were in that miserable 
| condition; one far more lamentable than any ever 








} 


quick time, and if found guilty, those epaulettes 
and swords which they have disgraced, will be 
stripped from their shoulders and taken from their 
sides. That I guarantee, and again call upon the 
Senator to name the officers*who have been guilty 
of this alleged misconduct. 

Mr. President, how strangely does the remarks 
of the Senator from ‘Texas, [Mr. Hovsron,] to 
which I am replying, contrast with the speeches 


duce the Senate to ratify the late treaty with 
Mexico. That treaty has been made public, and, 
therefore, I havea rightte speak of it, and of the 
arguments which were used in favor of its ratifi- 
cation. . The principal one being to get rid of our 
liability under the eleventh article of the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, by which we were bound to 
protect the Mexicans from Indian incursions and 
depredations. Our inability to comply with this 


to the fact'that we were unable to save from pil- 
lage and massacre our own citizens. Sir, those 
eloquent appeals of that Senator [Mr. Rusk] are 
still ringing in my ears. He described to us in 
words of living truth, | am sure, the forays which 
the Camanches were wont to make upon the 
Mexican and Texan people. Day after day he de- 
picted to us the horrors of Camanche cruelty and 
barbarity. He described the dreadful system of 


ascribed to the negroes of the South, even by the 
most crazy and fanciful abolitionist who ever 
spoke or wrote upon that subject. He told us of 


in the slightest degree upon the argumentsor con- 
duct of that distinguished Senator upon the treaty 
to which I refer. On the contrary, | award to him 
praise for the unflagging devotion which he has 
ever manifested to his State, and for his extraordi- 
nary tact and skill in serving her upon two mem- 
orable occasions which have fallen under my 
observation. But whether in secret or open ses- 
sion, the whole Senate will bear me witness tothe 
frequent references made by that Senator to the 
utter inadequacy of the protection afforded by our 
Government to his constituents, and of the num- 
ber of them which had fallenand were falling under 
the merciless Indian hatchet, yet his colleague now 
rises upon this floor and telis us that the indians 
never commit outrages—that they only act upon 
the defensive and are forsooth a most harmiess 


He says: 


** A considerable portion of this force, being infantry and 
artillery, is wholly unadapted to the peculiar service re- 
quired against these tribes, who, by many successful forays, 
have possessed themselves of large herds of horses, and 
who move uniformly upon horseback, and with great celer- 
ity. Companies are stationed from fifty toone hundred 
miles distant from each other, along a line running, as I 
have before said, through a sparsely settled region, and in- 
tersected at numberless points by a character of country 
well calculated to shelter their approach and afford them an 
undetected ingress intothe setuements, where, in obedience 
to their savage instincts, they plunder and murder, and, be- 
fore troops can be had from any station, they are beyond 
the reach of pursuit, and secure in their fastnesses.”? 

* = * * * 


‘There have been atleast one hundred and fifty persons 
killed in the vicinity of Corpus Christi within a year, an 
incredible amount of property carried away and destroyed, 
and the settiers, in many instances, entirely broken up, and 
driven from their homes. 

*¢ The utter futility of all mere treaty restraints with such 


a people, without fixed habitations or pursuits, or of the 


means of offering adequate guarantees for their observance, 
and mto whse social system the right to steal and kill, is 
incorporated as fully as their right to breathe the common 


| air, needs no demonstration. ‘The history of the past is 


pregnant with its confirmation. They can only be re- 
strained by motives of fear, awakened by the presence of 
a power ready and able to punish them. The condition of 


and then only for a few, minutes,) and for him ‘| wings aliuded to, must, and will continue, unless arrested 





| pose.’? 
| When I read this statement of the Governor of 
_ Texas, and recall to mind the cogent and power. 
| ful arguments of the Senator from Texas, {M; 
| Rusx,] in favor of an increase of the military 
| power of this Government, i must confess that { 
am still more astonished, if not confounded, at 
the remarks of the other Senator from ‘Texas 
[Mr. Housron.] Sir, as before remarked, I was 
gratified that the Senator from Illinois, (Mr, 
Srievps,] as an impartial man, equally so between 
the North and South, as one who embraces within, 
his political affections every portion of our ex. 
tended Confederacy, without regard to mere State 
lines or geographical distinctions, gave the facts 
and the figures in regard to the present disposition 
of our military forces. It was such as fully to 
rebut the statement of the Senator, [Mr. Hovsroy,)} 
that Texas received no protection, and desired 
none. Thereport read by the Senator from ||jj- 
nois showed a very large proportion of our pre. 
sent small military force, to be in and upon the 
frontiers of Texas, and in addition thereto the 
employment and payment, by this Government, 
of several companies of Texas volunteers. 1 would 
not take from Texas any portion of that force. | 
am desirous that she should be protected through. 
out her length and breadth. Knowing the neces. 
sity to exist for an efficient force in that quarter, [ 
am ae to grant it, and should be gratified to 
see it led by a soldier of her own, whom I lately 
saw in this Chamber—Ben McCulloch—who so 
distinguished himself by his gallantry and officer. 
like conduct in our late war with Mexico—a par. 
tisan officer, who threw himself in the front ranks 
wherever danger was to be met, and:who aided, 
amid the shower of bullets with which our Army 
was received, to plant, in triumph, the star-spanzled 
banner upon the stony walls of Monterey—his 
intrepidity having made him an object of scarcely 
less curiosity to Ampudia and the Mexicans, than 
was donetel Saglen himself. I should be glad to 
see him placed at the head of one of the proposed 
new regiments... _I am willing to intrust the peace 
of the frontier to his prudence and discretion, as 
well as to his valor, believing that he is a man 
who has a head for some other purpose than to 
wear a hat upon it, and that he has other and 
higher attributes of character than mere physical or 
brute courage. 

I understood the Senator from Texas to say that 
in all the conflicts between the white and the red 
men on the frontiers of this country, his own race 
were in the wrong, and that their murderous and 
thieving propensities were*the causes of the con- 
flicts which have taken place between the races. 
If | am wrong, I wish to be corrected. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthegentleman calls on me, 
I will explain to him with great pleasure. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Before yielding the 
floor to the Senator, I wish to call attention to 
anotherremark of his. I understood himto say— 
I trust,on account of the chaplet of renown which 
adorns his brow, that I. misunderstood him— 
he would take the side of the Indians against the 
whites, on account of his conviction of the wrong 
which they have. endured and are still suffering 
from the whites. 5 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am very happy to state 
that the gentleman labors under a misapprehen- 
sion on both those points. What I stated was, 
that I never in my life knewa case where a treaty 
had been deliberately violated by any tribe of In- 
dians. I admitted that individuals might have 
committed depredations in violation of treaties, and 
that the whites would seek redress immediately of 
the tribes, and thus war might be brought on. | 
said also, that these Sioux talked of embodying 
themselves to resist the whites, and that if aggres- 
sions were made upon. them for the purpose of 
destroying them, and I was in their neighvorhood 
and identified with them, f would help them to 
resist wrong, and outrage, and oppression. That 
is what I said. 

Mr. DODGE, oflowa. Thedeclaration, upon 
the of that Senator, went to every Indian war 
or disturbance which we have had in the north- 
west, or in the southwest, as | understood it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know the particu- 
lars of the transactions to which the Senator 
alludes. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Within my own day, 
we have had in my section of the coumry, two 
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indian wars, besides minor difficulties, one in 1827, || but, in the spring .of 1832, Black Hawk, at the 


and the other in 1832. The senior Senator from | 
Michigan [Mr. Cass] was then Governor of the | 
Territory [Michigan] in which they originated, || 
and | appeal to him to say whether that war of || 
]s27 was not commenced by the cold-blooded || 
murder of unoffending men, women, and children, 
by thoge Indians now so eulogized by the Senator || 
from Texas. t 
The Senator from Michigan will attest the truth | 
of what I aay when I assert that that war was | 
commenced by a party of Winnebagoes, headed | 
by their chiefs, ‘Red Bird” and ‘*Sun,”’ who | 
entered the peaceable domicile of a Frenchman, 
in the suburbs of the town of Prairie du Chien, || 
and there began their work ofdeath. Before they 
approached his house, finding that the gun which 
the chief carried was too long to be secreted under 
his blanket, they deliberately had it cut off by a 
blacksmith in order that it might be fired at their || 
intended victim without his knowing whence his || 
death shot came. After having partaken of his 
hospitality, and while sitting at the table, ‘* Red 
Bird,” with all the coolness of the assassin, with- | 
out seeming to look at him, fired straight to the | 
heart of the Frenchman, who fell dead at his own 
table. Another white man, and all the French- 
man’s children, save one, were murdered. Bya 
miracle, as it were, his wife escaped, as did one | 
of their children, less than eighteen months old, || 
whose throat they supposed they had cut when 
they scalped its head. A treaty was afterwards | 
negotiated with this tribe, and a Senator who sits 
near me (Mr. Dover, of Wisconsin,] was instru- || 
mental in affecting a treaty stipulation, by which || 
some pecuniary provision was made for this child, || 
which, when brought inte the presence of the as- || 
sembled chiefs and braves,with its scalped head, | 
caused them to bow in humiliation and shame. .- || 
The same blood-thirsty party repaired to Prairie 
la Crosse, and recruiting their numbers, resolved 
to attack two keel boats, manned by white men, 
whom they supposed would fall easy victims, as 
they believed them to be without arms. But in | 
this they were mistaken. These boatmen had | 
discovered those feelings of hostility which the 
Sioux’s now manifested, and were fortunately fur- 
nished with arms by the late Colonel Sneiling, 
then in command of Fort Anthony, on the St. 
Peter’s river. To thiscircumstance alone did they 
owe their lives! These Indians commenced across | 
fire upon them as they were descending a narrow | 
arm of the Mississippi, and some of the more 
daring ones actually boarded the boats and were 
killed upon their decks—they killing, however, 
and wounding a considerable portion of our men. | 
This occurred in 1827, and after a series of cam- 
paigns, and the loss of an entire season by the | 
settlers in that section of the country, the Indians 
were forced to treat and to give up the murderers. |, 
But how was it in 1831, and in 1832, when what || 
is called the Black Hawk war occurred? Atthat | 
time the brave and humane, but now departed, Ed- || 
mund Pendleton Gaines—than whom a better sol- | 
dier ora truer man, in every respect, never lived — || 
commanded the troops at Fort Armstrong, now | 
called Rock Island. ‘These Indians had sold to the | 
United States all the country which they owned | 
in Illinois, as far back as 1808, But they returned | 
in 1831, in large numbers, and attempted to expel | 
the white settlersin sight of ‘and almost under the | 
guns of the fort, destroying their crops and their | 
stock. They may be truly said to have invaded | 
a sovereign State, which had. been admitted into | 
the Union in 1818. General Gaines expostulated | 
with them, and warned them of their inevitable 
destruction, if they persevered in their hostile in- 
tentions. But Black Hawk and his followers, 
seeing there was not a sufficient force of regulars 
to chastise them, continued to occupy their defiant | 
attitude until the Governor of Illinois, at the head || 
of some two thousand men, advanced to the aid of i 





General Gaines. At the approach of this force || d 


they returned to their own land on the west side 


of the Mississippi. 
General Gaines, anxious to prevent the effusion | 
of blood, invited Black Hawk, and the other chiefs 
and braves of the Sac and Fox tribes, to meet him 
in council. They did so. The General gave | 
those Indians some ten thousand bushels of corn, 
and innumerable presents of various kinds, in con- | 
sideration of which, they stipulated not again to 
return to the east side of the river, nor further to | 





molest the whites. That, mark you, wasin 1831; || General Thompson; and from that day to the close | 


|| to be violated by the Indians. 


head of his followers, reinvaded Illinois, at the 


head of some six or eight hundred mounted men. | 


General Atkinson, then at the head of the United 
States troops, called for a force of Illinois and 
Michigan volunteers; but sought, by every means 
in his power, to prevent the spilling of blood. It 
was in furtherance of this wish of the General 
that the agent of those Indians, the lamented St. 


Vrain, a brother-in-law of my colleague, and the 


father of a family of four or five children, went 
in advance of the troops; he, speaking the, lan- 
guage of those Indians, appealed to them to desist 
rom their warlike purposes; he assured them of 
the fate which awaited them; but his appeal only 


_ resulted in the loss of his life, and the mutilation 
| of his body, Cannibal-like they ate his flesh and 
| drank his blood. But, sir, he fell a: the post of 
| duty.in the cause of humanity, and was a man, | 


who, if he had been in the place of our consul at || out of their immediate determination to disavow 


Cuba, when the brave, if misguided, Crittenden 


Concha’s riges, and those murdered patriots, and 


trymen through the body of the accredited rep- 
resentative of the American Government: Was 
this evidence of a friendly spirit? 

Sir, I cannot but be astonished, at this day, 
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of the war, the aggression, in every instance, was 
on the side of the Indians. You cannot lay your 
finger on a spot of soil on the surface of the globe 
which has been so disgraced by scenes of blood- 
shed, and rapine, and murder, as the State of 


‘| Florida, by those Indians whom the Senator from 


_and his compatriots met their bloody grave on | 
| that island, would have thrown himself between 


|| by every possible aggression. The 


when I think of the early Indian wars in Ken-' 


tucky, Tennessee, and other western States, to 
hear it said that our frontier people are to bear the 
blame of all our past Indian. difficulties. You 
might as well tell me that the unoffeading Captain 


Gunnison and his peaceful party sought to men- | 


| ace and outrage the Indians, when, in a moment, 


while at their morning’s repast, they were precip- 
itated into eternity by an unseen but savage foe. 


Mr. President, are the Senators from Florida will- | 


the Seminoles. I know, sir, that the carping spirit 


| of Abolition has charged that the Florida war was 


a war for negro slavery.and Indian oppression. 
Mr.MALLORY. Will my friend from lowa, 


| at this point, allow me tosay a few words? 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Certainly. 
Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President,.I listened 
with no less surprise than did my friend from 


| ing to,sit here and allow it to be said that they and | 
| their constituents, (particularly General Thomp- 
| son, once a member of the other House,) were the 
| cause of all the bloodshed in that Territory; that 
| they brought on this war by their bad faith towards | 


Iowa, to the declaration of the honorable Senator | 


| from Texas, which declaration in effect is, that in 
|| the whole course of his experience, he has never | 


known a treaty between ourselvesand the Indians 


That would be an 
extraordinary declaration coming from any quar- 


| ter; but coming from the quarter whence it does, 


formation on this subject, I confess | was sur- 
prised. 


just been alluded to by my friend from lowa, is 


| within the recollection of the Senator from Texas, 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman must recol- || istration of his departed chief, of whose memory 


lect, that when that occurred, 1 had not been in || 


the United States for some seven years, and was 
not conversant with the current events. 


Texas so much eulogizes. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to ask the Senator a 
question. I did not expect that he would state the 
origin of the personal Sgiculty between Thorap- 
son and the Indians, which cost him his life; but 
as he has adverted to it, I wish to ask whether it 
did not grow out of bis conduct towards them? 
Did not the violence grow out of his conduct as 
their agent? 

Mr, MALLORY. I have no doubt that the 
conduct of Thompson, the Indian agent, towards 
the Indians, might have been given as an excuse 
by themselves; but the death of Thompson grew 


the treaty, set it at nought, and nullify the author- 
ity of the United States. That was the first act 
ofthe war. They commenced it by killing the 


|| agent who had the immediate control over them, 
told the cowardly Spaniards to fire upon his coun- | 


and from that day to the close of the Florida war 
the universal practice of the Seminole Indians was 
to return every act of kindness of the Government, 
were never 
known to spare age, sex, or condition. They 
were never known to have an opportunity of 
taking life in any shape, where they did not gratify 
it. Why, sir, the Senator must know that the 
taste of blood is just.as natural to the Indian as it 
is to the tiger. He would be false and recreant to 
his instincts if he were not to obey it. Are weto 
be told that such men as these do not violate 
treaties, in the face of the fact that the hostilities 
in Florida have cost the Government $15,000,000, 
and the lives of some of the bravest and best men 
in the country, and when the frontier settlements 
were broken up by the Indians entering the farm 
houses at the dead hour of night, and not even 
leaving the stock upon the farm alive. Sir, there 
never was a contest on the face of the earth which 
was so much characterized by everything cruel 
and blood-thirsty, as disgraced the Indians in the 
Seminole war. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. If it were becoming or 
peepee in me, | would admonish the Senator from 
exas to beware how he caters to that sickly 
| sentimentality which I fear heis exciting in regard 
to this measure. It is a feeling which, if others 
had not met it as became Americans and patriots, 


| his State would not now be a member of this Con- 


Certainly the Florida war, which has | 


I left the | 


United States in 1829, and, I believe, the Florida | 


war was in 1836; so that I could have no knowl- || 


edge of the attending circumstances. 

Ar. MALLORY. Well, sir, if the honorable 
Senator bases his declaration on the ground that 
he, in the neighboring State of Texas, was igno- 
rant of the facts on which the Florida war origin- 
ated, it becomes more incumbent on me, at the 
present time, in connection with passing circum- 
stances, to state the facts. Sixteen of the Seminole 
tribe, after they had thoroughly examined the 
western country, to which it was proposed to re- 
move them, signed a treaty with Colonel Gadsden 
on the part of the United States, by which they un- 
ertook te remove to the west, and part of them 
did move, but a portion of the Indians refused to 


| dy so on any terms. Tne Government of the 


United States, in great kindness and charity to 


federacy. I beg, however, to call that Senator’s 
attention toa portion of the history of his own 
gallant Republic; and I never think of it but as a 
partof my commoncountry of which I feel proud. 


|| His glorious services in the field and in her revolu- 
from one to whom. we all naturally look for in- | 


tion were ascribed by the exponents of that feel- 
ing to which he has catered, with being actuated 
by nothing more nor less than a design to revive 
slavery within a State larger than the empire of 
| Napoleon in his most palmy days. The admin- 


| know he is tenacious, was also iniquitously and 
| unjustly charged with having planned the revolu- 
tion of Texas for the purpose of extending slavery. 
Those accusations were just as untrue as those 
which are made against the people of the north- 


'| west, let them emanate from what source they 


may. 

Mr. President, this is an old hobby, if I may be 
allowed the expression, with the Senator from 
Texas. At the risk of being tedious, | beg leave 


‘to read a short extract. from a speech which I 


this remnant of cut-throats, allowed them to re- | 


main there. Every peaceable effort was made to 


induce them to go west; but finally, when the 
United States told them they must go, the Indians 
coinmenced the outbreak by putting to death, in 
the most cruel and barbarous manner, the gentle- 
man-who has been alluded to, the Indian agent, 


made on a former occasion, upon the bill to which 
I thought he referred in a spirit of great unkind- 
ness and severity several times during his remarks 
—the Nebraska and Kansas bill of last year. In 
the course of debate on that bill, I said: 

“ Mr. President, the Senators from Massachusetts and 
Texas, [Messrs. Everett and Hovston,) for whom | have 
the most profound vespect, in their speeches against this 
bill, invoked all the sympathies that are naturally teit for the 
fate of that fast fading race, over whose unburied bones, in 
the older portions of our Republic, its people are daily walk- 
ing. I yield to no man in a just and proper appreciation of 


|| the rights of the aboriginal inhabitants of this country. But 
|| those rights, I think, are amply guarded ; if not, [ invoke the 


ingenuity and expenence of that Senator who is best in- 
| formed on this subject to protect them, and preserve invio- 
late the faith of treaties.”’ 
| Now, sir, let me address an argumentum ad 
|| hominem to the Senator from Texas, The inter- 
ests of the Indians have engaged the attention of 
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numerous gentlemen. The Senator from Arkan-| 


eas [Mr. Jounson] is the author of a proposition 
to ameliorate their condition. I ask the Senator 
from Texas, who has manifested so much feeling 
for them, why he has not brought forward a 


neries of mensures for their benefit, for their pre- | 


servation, and for their protection? Whois more 
competent to do it? He has not done it during 
the whole course of his legislative career. aaa 
has he not employed those talents with which | 
God has endowed bi 

sas and others have, in — public measures | 
to benefit the condition of the Indians. But, in- | 
stead of doing this, his purpose seems to be to | 
condern all that others have done or propose to 
do. But let me continue the extract which I was 
reading from my remarks on the Nebraska and | 
Kansas bill: 


“<T say of this race, as I have said of the African, it is 
the decree of Almighty God that the Indian shall give way 
to the Anglo Saxon, and that that philanthrophy which 
blubbers over it is sickly indeed. In our onward course 
we are but pursuing the example set us by the Pilgrim fath- 
ers. These pious and most excellent old gentlemen re- 
wolved, if I have read aright some portion of their history, 
that Massachusetts was God's country, that His country 
was the inheritance of His children, and that they were 
the Lord’s children; and, acting upon that principle, our 
nation has been peopled. 

« Would you reinstate upon its surface the once powerful 
tribes who inhabited the Atlantic slope of this Union? 
Would you bring back Tecumseh and Pontiac, with their | 
followers, to the banks of the Wabash or Detroit rivers? | 


Would you recall Black Hawk and Keokuk, with their || tion of the Army of the United States; but, after 


once powerful and confederated tribes, to lowa? No, sir, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


im, as my friend from Arkan- || 
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| the hands of the Indians, and rewarded them for | always to act, in the next presidential canvass I 
scalps of Americans. It was estimated that more | can and will support him with great pleasure 
| than five hundred of our people fell in Oregon by | provided, always, that he shall come out boldly 
| British rifles during the joint occupancy of that | and squarely against Know-Nothingism, and jn 
Territory. | favor of religious freedom, and against the perse. 
Mr. President, there was, in the latter part of | cution of any man on account of the place of hig 
the remarks of the Senator from Texas, an intima- | birth. I do not mean to insinuate, or assert, that 
| tion which I heard with profound regret. It was, | such considerations as those to which I have re. 
that these troops were not to be raised for hisown | ferred have influenced the Senator from Texes. 
particular locality—that they were not for the ben- || but we must recollect that now-a-days scarcely 
efit of Texas, but for the protection of the emi- || any measure can be proposed that is not, in some 
grant routes to Oregon and California. _ mode or other, brought into the whirlpool of poli- 
Mr. HOUSTON, That was no complaint of | tics, and upon which men will not mount as a 
mine. What I said was in reference to the ap- ] hobby for the sake of obtaining popularity anq 
aan of wy colleague, that I presumed he || catering On 











ad not discovered that Texas was omitted in this | Mr. USTON. Mr. President, I hardly 
provision. I did not complain of it, for I do not 1 know what to say in reply to the honorable Senator 


want your troops there. from Iowa, for I hardly know what to think of 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Well, sir, compari- ! his speech, (Laughter.] If I were to characterize 
sons are invidious, and sometimes odious. If I || his remarks in any way, I should say that th 


could venture to address a word of advice to my 
respected friend from Texas, who last addressed 
the Senate, | would say that I think, if there is 


|| were, at least, very remarkable. In the first place, 
|| let me say to that honorable Senator, and to the 
| honorable Senator from Florida, that they were 


any man on God’s earth who cen be trusted to 
attend to the interests of Texas, all and singular, | 
it is the Senator nearest to me, [Mr. Rusx,] with- | 
out saying aught against the other Senator. 
Mr. HOUSTON, 1 coneur with you fully. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Sir, I am not disposed 
to complain that Texas employs too large a por- 


_ talking about things of which I knew very little, 
for | was not in the United States when the occur. 
rences to which they alluded took place, and I wag 
not, therefore, familiar with the history of those 
wars. If I am not mistaken, however, it was an 
outrage of a very delicate character which brought 
on the Florida war. 
Mr. MALLORY. That isa mistake, sir. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Well, sir, that was the re. 


the facts which my friend from Illinois has pre- 





no; you would not do any of these things; and yet to stay 
the car of progress there are those who would fain clog its | 
wheels with somber and imaginary histories ot Indian 
wrongs and Indian sufferings. 


“But, sir, | owe it to the Government of my country, to 
declare my settled and honest conviction that it has been | 
governed by high principles of honor, humanity, and jus- 
tice in all its intercourse with these people. Unlike every 
other Government ea aenioonts ours, we have recog- | 
nized their title to the lands over which they roam—have | 
treated with them as independent people—paid them valu- | 
able considerations for every foot of soil they claimed, and 
have sought, by every means in our power, to ameliorate | 
their condition, notwithstanding the dreadful provocations 
we have had to incite us to pursue an opposite course. 
Treachery and cruelty, with a few creditable exceptions, 
have been their leading characteristics. The ‘‘ Prophet’? | 
threw his arms around General Harrison’s neck and kissed | 
him—while pointing to the low grounds near the Tippe- | 
canoe for his encampment—intending, at the time, to sur- | 
prise and murder the General and his men, if possible, while | 
sleeping in their tents ; which he and bis warriors attempted 
that very night, by rushing past the sentinels and attacking | 
the sleeping svidiers, tomahawk in hand. Black Hawk 
and his followers invaded the sovereign State of Illinois in | 
hostile array, after having twice sold all their claim to lands 
with the limits of that State.” 


| 





Sir, while this debate was progressing yester- | 
day, I received some important information from | 
Major Gilpin, who accompanied Colonel Doni- | 
phan on his justly celebrated a rivaling 
those of antiquity, at the head of his gallant regi- | 
ment of Missouri volunteers, who marched over | 
the Mexican cannon at Sacramento, and entered | 
Chihuahua in triumph, forming a junction with | 
General Taylor. Theconduct of those men during 
that expedition showed, as Americans ever will | 
show, generous feelings, and a desire to protect || 
the weak and the helpless. They found the | 
Camanches were superior, in som of strength, | 
to the Mexican inhabitants. hen they passed || 
through some of the Mexican bre oe ame: found | 
that they had been devastated by the Camanches, | 
and that the Mexican women had been carried | 





into captivity. Those brave men pursued, upon 
their fleet horses, the Indians, overtook them, and | 
at the risk of the poisoned arrow, reclaimed Mex- | 
ican women, and returned them to their relatives, | 
with whom, asa nation, we were at war. 

Major Gilpin, who resides at Independence, Mis- 
souri, informed me that, during the past year, fif- 
teen of his intimate friends have been killed in the | 
Indian country. He is remarkably intelligent, and 
is as well acquainted with our Indian relations as 
any gentleman of my acquaintance; and he gives | 
it as his opinion that, during the fifteen years he | 
has resided on that frontier, there never was a_ 
time when more danger to American citizens, in| 
traveling across the plains to Oregon and Califor- | 
nia, or to Santa Fé, was to be apprehended than 
at the present. He fears that, unless something be 
promptly done, more American citizens will fall 
under the Indian hatchet than are proposed to be 
raised by this measure. We well know that, at 





sented, | think it is very evident that she has her | 
full share of our present Army. As the Senator || 
has made that point, I may be allowed to refer to 
another in this connection. Congress, at its ses- 
sion of 1845-46, authorized a rifle reziment to be 
raised, as soon ae the vanguard of our pioneers 
to the Pacific ha’ scaled the Rocky mountains for 
the purpose of ling in Oregon. This was done 
to protect emigrants in their passage through the 


port which was brought toTexas. Whether it was 
true or not, | do not know; but that was the in- 
formation which I received from people from that 
section of the country. As for the Black Hawk 
war, I know little or nothing about it; for in 
| Texas, at that time, we had no mail communica- 
_ tions with the United States, and we got but few 
| papers from the States, so that I remained unin- 


| formed in relation to those matters; but no doubt 


|| desert over which these worse than Scythians or | they were very exciting. TheSenator from lowa 


Arabs roamed, ready to attack our people and | 


levy tribute on them, who would pounce upon | council of the nation; but I have heard that an 
them from a or ee a regi po a a of the oe will show that 
ment t Persifer || the first out was committ individual 
F. Smith, , atid a8 iprepeintiog mary siuidbe ie the || not by the cpneanrines of the nations, though they 
purpose, in order to protect that frontier and those || afterwards became involved in the general war. 
emigrants. This was before the acquisition of | In that statement, I believe, I am sustained by the 
California. That regiment, however, was taken | history of the times. I have already stated that 
a an me = ee yy aoeaned | casei Samah eermnten a ey on 
and a small portion of it has since been returne ion on the whites, an 
to that frontier; but it is entirely inadequate for | the whites immediately retaliate on the Indian 
the ore of eee hae ~- the fact only | —— and ey ey re in 5 eB paper spoon 
to show the necessity which seemed to exist even || Invoived in war; but never knew a case where 
then for additional dicen and certainly that neces- || a treaty, which was made and carried out in good 
sity is greater now. I believe the largest portion || faith, was violated by the Indians. In Florida, 
of that regiment is now in Texas; but of this I do || the Indians complained that they had been de- 
SE an aes Stee t x | — in the ao “ —— aoe “A 

r. President, if it were not that I believe the | signed were not as they understood them; an 
Senator from Texas to be a patriotic and honest | they killed their own chiefs. It was charged that 
me oe ny ” mee i ieee aoe of = tas — oe in = pee me 
and who would not use his high position upon || to a great extent, dependent on the treaty. | rec- 
the floor of the Senate of the United States, or || ollect it was so stated at the time. ? 
elsewhere, to electioneer for the presidency or any I think, sir, the Senator’s speech was of a re- 
other — I should be a 2 say that the || markable spat in one - politics and mee 
several speeches which he has made on this sub- || matters, which I am sorry that he has introduced. 
ject have been directed to that section of the || He has undertaken to admonish me, and for this 
country in which he does not live, with a-view to || admonition [am much obligedtohim. His expe- 
ulterior purposes. I should believe this, if the || rience, his superioropportunities, may entitle him, 
remarks which he has made had come from any || in the opinion of others, to the right of admonish- 
ena Let ae Mr ae toe who oe ing me — ey sr — on hay point, 
see ride upon this hobby, that there are two yi y< opinio what may e gen- 
sides to this question. I freely admit, in respect || eral impression of the body. I did not provoke 
to my Whig friends, that I have not seen the || his remarks by any allusion to any one, predicated 
slightest manifestation of party feeling from them || upon my own disposition to arraign the conduct 
on this occasion. By his victories he has aided || of others; nor have | asserted anything in regard 
in extending the limits of the Republic, and in this || to the officers of the Army, but what are matters 
When 
I made suggestions of a speculative character, | 
gave them as such. 

But, Mr. President, the Senator from Iowa has 
said that he would not have been astonished if the 
rankest Abolitionist had made such a speech, and 
had avowed such sentiments asI did. He says 
that, if a man in western New York had presented 
such views he would not have been surprised. 
Now, I wish to know what connection my re- 
marks had with Abolition? What connection had 
they with any one in western New York? In 
what respect have I catered to any prejudice or 


said the Black Hawk war was brought on bya 








our limits. If my people are to be scalped by 
those savages; if they are to be dragged from their 
homes to defend the country; and if he interposes, | 
and denies that which the British Government 
extends to its subjects everywhere—protection to 
individual men; if the people of the West be | 
denied that protection, without which Govern- 
ment is worth nothing, we shall remember those 
by whose agency it is done. 

Mr. President, I have made these allusions in 
no unfriendly spirit. 
he does not, ldo, that I entertain for him feelings of 





That Senator knows, or, if 


the time when the British were resisting our set- || great kindness. J will now take occasion further 
tlements on the Pacific frontier of the Union, the | to say that, if he should be the nominee of that po- 
Hudson's Bay Company placed British rifles in || litical party in this country, with which I expect 


way additional savages have been brought within | of fact taken from the official documents. 


morbid sensibility? 1 have stood here alone in 
this body, against a powerful array of talent and 
influence, contending for what I conceived to be 
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a great principle, and which must obtain or the 


Indian race be exterminated. In regard to that 
principle, I have the concurrence of the Senator 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Bett,] who was once 
Secretary of War, and as such had control of the 
Indian department, and who has, since that pe- 
riod, been a prominent member of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs of the Senate. I believe that 
my opinions are also concurred in by the Senator 
from Arkansas, [Mr. Sesasrian,] who is the 
head of the Committee on Indian Affairs. I can 
inform the Senator from lowa that I will sustain 
him to the extent of my humble abilities in any 
measure he may introducein favor of the Indians, 
and for the establishment of a policy which will 
ultimately benefit them and reflect credit upon the 
Government of the United States. 

I have not been regardless of what I considered 
the honor of the United States, and the interest 
of the Indians. Inno instance have | been remiss 
jn these particulars. I could not cater to any 

assion or prejudice on this subject, because I 
beoee of no societies in the North, or in the South, 
or in any section of this Union, for the advance- 
ment of the civilization of the Indians. If such 
societies exist, I am not in correspondence with 
them, nor am I aware of the existence of any 
such associations. Then, for what ulterior pur- 
poses could I advocate the rights of the Indians, 
or invoke the justice of this Government towards 
them? Could it be any expectation of political 
benefits? None upon earth. I presume the Abo- 
litionists are perfectly absorbed in the subject of 
Abolition. For myself, 1 would rather see them 
turn their attention to the amelioration of the con- 
dition of the Indians on our western wilds, or to 
the reclamation of those whom they hold in 


slavery. There are not less than two thousand | 


risoners in the hands of the Camanches; four 

undred in one band, in my own State. The pris- 
oners can be reclaimed from those Indians, who 
are coming down to settle upon their reservations. 
They take no prisoners but women and boys. 
The boys they treat with a degree of barbarity 
unprecedented; and their cruelties towards the 
females re nameless and atrocious. Our Gov- 
ernmen’ __ silent in relation to them. Has hu- 
manity: claims upon us in this respect? Has 
justice nv demand unanswered? Sir, we have 
not seen the facts to which I have just alluded 
impressed on a page of our official communica- 
tions from the War Department. The officers 
stationed near the places where those transactions 
have taken place have not reported them. No 
effort has been made to obtain appropriations for 
the reclamation and redemption of those prisoners. 
This is a subject which calls aloud for the humane 
influence of the Senator. There is no sickly sen- 
timentality in this, buta manly upheaving of soul, 
that, in commiseration of suffering humanity, 
demands that the Government shall rescue them 
from the most cruel and unrelenting bondage. 

| have been accused of catering to a morbid, 
sickly sentimentality. Sir, | never yielded any- 
thing of my own conscientious convictions to 
consult the opinions of others. I never stooped 
to solicit office; but I have received and accepted it 
to my own disadvantage. I might have hated the 
Indians, if I had a soul no bigger that a shell bark. 
[Laughter. ] 

In my boyish days, before manhood had har- 
dened my thews and muscles, I received balls and 
arrows in this body, in defense of suffering human- 
ity, particularly women and children, against the 
Indians; and [ aided in reclaiming the brightest 
spot of the South—Alabama. When I remember 
that, in those early days, I assisted in rescuing 
females and children from the relentless tomahawk 
and scalping knife, it seems to me that the charge 
that I have stooped to court favor by the expres- 
sion of my sentiments on this question, is one 
which falls harmless at my feet. 

I hardly know whatto think of the gentleman’s 
remarks as to catering for the presidency. I hardly 
know what to say about the extraneous subjects 
which he has introduced. I suppose the shortest 
way of naming what he intended to allude to, is 

the term “ Know-Nothing.” Now, of the 
now-Nothings | know nothing, [laughter;} and 
of them I care nothing. But if the principles 
which I see charged to them in many instances 
are the principles which they seek to carry out, I 
can say to gentlemen that I concur in many of 
them. If their object is to resist the 





ments of one religion or sect upon another, | am 








with them. I say, resist ali such encroachments, 
and leave all religion uncontaminated by the per- 
version of power that might accidentally rea ta 
Ptoscription and the inquisition. ‘1’il none of 
it;”? 1 am opposed to and would prevent such a) 
result. 

_I admit that we are all descended from for- 
eigners, because, originally, there were no natives | 
here who were white men. Many of those for- 
eigners who originally came here were baptized 
in the blood of the Revolution; but they were 
not such men as are now coming to our shores, 
and should not be named in connection with those 


England, and from the pauper houses of Europe. 
Such m€n are not to be compared to our ancestry, | 
or to the immigration which, until recently, has 
come to our shores from foreign countries. If 
the object of those to whom the Senator from 
Iowa has referred, be to prevent men of infamous 
character and paupers from coming here, | agree 
with them. I would say, establish a law requiring 
every person from abroad, before being received 
here, to bring an indorsement from one of our 
consuls abroad, and produce evidence of good 
character from the place whence he emigrates, so 
that, when he comes here, we may receive him 
into fall communion with all the rights guarantied 
to him by the laws which may exist at the time 
of his immigration. But, sir, to say that a felon, 
who left his prison the day he sailed for this coun- 
try, or, perhaps, was brought in chains to the 
vessel which bore him here, is, in five years, to 
stand an equal with the proudest man who walks 
oun our soil, the man who has shed his blood to 
consecrate liberty and his country, is not the 
kind of arrangement that I go for. 

Mr. MALLORY. Will the Senator from 
Texas allow me to ask him one question ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. With pleasure. 

Mr. MALLORY. As the subject of Know- | 
Nothingism, as it is called, has been brought | 
here 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have not introduced it, 
and | am not going to comment on it. 

Mr. MALLORY. Precisely so; the Senator 





not responsible for its introduction; but he is un- 
dertaking to say what he himself thinks upon it. | 
Now, as he is speaking on the subject, [ should | 
like to understand distinctly whether he approves 
or does not approve of so much of the creed | 
attributed to the Know-Nothings as would make | 
those who profess the Roman Catholic religion 
ineligible to office? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
] 


aw. s 

Mr. MALLORY. I asked the gentleman 
whether he approved that or not—not whether he | 
would vote for it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir; I could not approve 
of such a law. But the proscription which is 
charged on those to whom allusion has been made, 
is no more than formerly existed between Whigs 
and Democrats. When party discipline was kept 
up, if a Whig voted for a Democratic candidate 
he was ruled out of his party and branded asa 
deserter; and if a Democrat voted for a Whig he 
was disowned by his party. That species of po- 
litical proscription will exist everywhere, accord- 
ing to the notions of people. | do not set up my 
opinion as the doctrine by which others are to be 
governed. I am governed by my own principles, 
and my own sentiments, and I have a right to | 


I would vote for no such 


vindicate them, and I am responsible for them to 
the world. When the Senator from lowa supposes | 
that I would cater for the presidency of the United | 
States, he does me great injustice. I would not 
cater for any office beneath Heaven. But, Sir, | , 
know one thing: if it were to be thrust upon me, 
I should make a great many changes in some 
small matters. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, I have 
no desire to prolong this controversy with the 
Senator from Texas. No man understands better 
than | do, how much | must suffer in any intel- | 
lectual contest with one so skilled and renowned | 
in debate, almost as much so as he is in arms. I | 
know his ability to say as much on one side as on | 


the other, a manifestation of which we have had | 

in the conclusion of his remarks. {Laughter.] 
Sir, I charged, and I repeat the charge, that the | 

speech of the Senator from Texas would have | 
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| done well if delivered by a Massachusetts Fede- 


| region in which all the isms, 


ralist, or fora man from western New York—that 
from anti-masonry 


| down, have origimated. 1 have read the speeches 


| of these eastern gentlemen, and | am aware of the 


manner in which this Indian question has been 
dragged into politics in times past; and | know 
eee to which it is to be again prostituted 
in the approaching presidential canvass; | see 
attempted in connection with the Kansas and Ne- 
braska law, the appeal that is to be made to couple 
with that measure, this one, which is to provide 
for the defense of the country. I repeat, so far as 


: | I am concerned, that as long as | have a voice or 
who are spewed loathingly from the prisons of | 


a vote, | will remember those who refuse to give 
us protection. 

e know that the best talent of the country in 
each Flouse of Congress, has been employed in 


| trying to devise some plan by which the Indians, 





| as they become civilized, should be incorporated 
| into the Union and represented in Congress. My 
| purpose, in addressin 


the argumentum ad homi- 


| nem to the Senator from Texas, was to know 


what practical measure he proposed. In his 
speech, yesterday, he made the modest declara- 
tion that himself and the venerable Senator from 
Michigan knew more upon this subject than all 
the rest of the Senate. His words were, that he 
would yield the palm touching Indian affairs to 
that Senator alone. Being aware of his superior 
knowledge, and recollecting his past associations 


| and acquaintanceship with these people, I asked, 





|. and their negroes. 


| 





asa matter of oo legislation, why he had 
not furnished the country with some plan by 
which this fast fading race was to be reclaimed 
from its down-trodden condition? He has com- 
plained of officers of the Army and of Indian 
agents, who are removed thousands of miles from 
the place where they are attacked. I believe these 
officers and agents, in the main, to be high-minded, 
honorable men and patriots, desirous of serving 
their — and discharging their duty faith- 
fully; but why doeshe not bring forward his bills 


|| of pains and penalties against those dishonest offi- 


cers, who have caused, as he thinks, bloodshed 
and violence? I pledge myself to sit here all 


| night, to vote for such measures as may be neces- 
has not introduced the subject, and perhaps he is || 


— to correct the evils of which he complains. 
he Senator from Texas has opposed ever 
measure for the increase of our military force. He 
is even inimical to raising five hundred cavalry; 
and yet he refers to the condition of those New 
Mexicans who are now the prisoners and slaves 
of the Camanches, and asks why they have not 


'| figured in the reports? It seems as if there were 


some men who can never perceive anything right 
in the administration of their own Government. 
There were those who charged that the Florida 
war was caused by an attempt to interfere with 
the relations of the Seminole Indians to the ne- 
groes. Now, the allegation is, that the officers of 


| the Government have been derelict in their duty 


towards the Mexican prisoners in the hands of 
the Camanches. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The honorable Senator says 
it is charged that the Florida war began by an in- 
terference with the connection between the Indians 
I hope he does not intend to 
say that I made any such charge? 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Certainly not; but it 


| has been repeated by others. Column after col- 


umn in the Congressional Globe is filled with such 
asseverations by Abolitionists in the House of 
Representatives, ever since that war commence d; 
and their speeches have been rehashed al! over 
Massachusetts and western New York, and other 
places. It was charged that that was a war for 
slavery, for the perpetuation, the extension, and 
the maintenance of slavery; and the allegation 
was, that the war was brought on by attempting 
to takeaway from the Seminoles runaway negroes 
who had sought shelter amongst them. ! never 
believed that it had the least foundation in fact. 
Suppose any one wf the agents of the Govern- 
ment had interfered, under the orders of the Ad- 
ministration, or been conspicuous in the transac- 
tions to which the Senator has referred, the very 
persons who are now pouncing down on them for 
discharging their duty as they have done, would 
have been loud in condemnation of such course. 
The extraordinary inconsistency of the Senator 
from Texas is shown by his condemnation of 
the Government officers for not doing the very 
things which they call upon him to give them 
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a mounted military force to do, but which he 
refuses. 

Sir, | had hoped that my friend from Texas 
would have met that political question to which i 
incidentally alluded, as I trast it will be, by his 
political associates, It isa question which will 
go to the polls, which witl be brought before the 
Democratic National convention, whether it shal! 
meet at Baltimore or Cincinnati, and which we 
must face in every portion of this Republic. I 
trust it will be met as becomes the fotiowers of 
Jefferson and Jackson—the opponents of the alien 
and sedition laws—the men who have had vpon 
them the responsibility of admmistering this Gov- 
ernment, almost from its commencement down to 
the present day, and who have filled the statute 
book with proper laws upon the various subjects 
of congressional action. & had hoped that my 
friend would have met this question as became a 
man oceupying his high position; by a bold, un- 
qualified declaration, on his part, of hostility to 
the purposes of those to whom I alluded. He 
has not done so. Itis amatter of profound regret 
with me that he has not. Bat, sir, | wail not pro- 
Jong this discursive debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I am very 
sorry that my young friend from lowa, for whom 
I entertain so much respect, should have acted as 
he has done. He certainly has gone beyond any- 
thing that | had imagined. He supposes that my 
object in addressing the Senate on this Indian sub- 
ject was to connect it with the Nebraska and Kan- 
gas bill. I havenot thought of that bill except that 
I alluded to the manner in which it was passed yes- 
terday evening, when the Senate refused, rather 
discourteously, as I thought, to adjourn to enable 
a Senator to speak; but | now take back what | 
then said, for the Senate did afterwards adjourn. 
i alluded then to the manner in which the passage 
of the Nebraska bill was effected, but I bave not 
thought of it in the speeches which | have made | 
upon our Indian relations. 1 have sought to let it | 
go by and rest in peace. I have not been anxious | 
to renew the controversy in regard to it, If it) 
is for good, | hope good will result from it; if 
for evil, | hope the least possible evil will be the 
result. I have nothing to do with that now, and 
i shall not allude to it further. 

The Senator from lowa says that I have at- 
tacked the Indian agents and the officers of the 
Army. I have not reflected upon a single agent | 
of this Government. If I think honestly that a | 
measure recommended by the Administration is | 
impolitic, unwise, and unproductive of good to the | 
country, | have the undoubted right to oppose it 
in argument, and to vote against it. That is a 
privilege which pertains to me as a Senator from 
one of the States of this Union. I have a right | 
to exercise that privilege, It nrrogates nothing to 
myself, and, therefore, | shall exercise it.., Itis | 
not, however, to be supposed, because | vote | 
against this measure, that [am opposed to the 
Administration, or find fault with its every act. 
If the gentleman had reflected, he would have 
come to the conclusion that the Administration 
has done so many good acts that I cannot partic- | 
ularize them; and because | do not concur in this 
measure, it is not condemnatory of the general | 
course of the Administration. All I have to do, | 
at present, is with this measure. 

‘The Senator from lowa misapprehended me in | 
another respect; and that was, in supposing that | 
I was opposed to raising even five hundred men. | 
I say, raise that number; raise men enough to go | 
as convoys or guards to the emigrating parties; | 
and, besides that, send out commissioners who are | 
wise and discreet men—such as were taken to ex- 
poe the promised land of Canaan in olden times. | 

etthem go and bring reports of the feelings of | 
the Indians, and see whether good fruits will not |! 
result. Let them go there, and make treaties with | 
the Indians. Let them take two hundred, or three | 
hundred, or five hundred men with them. If I 
were going, | should not take more than three || 
hundred. Indeed, I believe one hundred would be | 
sufficient to meet the Camanches; for 1 think some | 
sixteen or eighteen soldiers scared them so much | 
that they would not encamp within seventy miles | 
of them. (Laughter. } One hundred Americans, 
with Sharp’s rifles, would subdue the whole of | 
them, if they could get the Indians to come to | 
them. There is thedifficulty., You know there 
is an old adage aboutcatching birds. Nurses tell | 


children to puta litue salt upon their tails,and you || 


| antee that they wiil be arraigned and tried. 


have them. [Laughter.} You cannot catch these 
fellows in that way. You cannotget near enough 
to them; and there is the difficulty. 

But, sir, in order to sustain what I said in rela- 
tion to officers of the Army, | wish to read Rn 
extract from the last official report of the Com- 


missioner of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of |) 
the Interior: 


‘As heretofore reported to you, awassociation of per- | 
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sons has undertaken !0 appropriate to their own use a por- || 


uion of the land ceded by the Delawares, fronting on the 
Missouri river, and south of Fort Leavenwoith; bave laid 
out a city thereon, and actually had a public sale of the lots 
of the satpe on the 9th and 10:h of October last. 
unlawlul proceedings have not only taken place under the 
eyes of the military officers statioued at the fort, but two of 
them are said to be members of the association, and have 
bern active agents in this discreditable bnsinesgg, Encour- 
aged by these proceedings, and prompted by those engaged 
in them, other persons have gone on other portions of the 
tract ceded by the Delawares in trust to the United States, 
and pretend to bave made, and are now making, such 
‘claims? as they assert will vest in them the lawfal right to 
enter the land at the minimum price under the precmption 
law of July 22, 1854.” 


There is the authority from which I drew my 
conclusions in relation to the conduct of those 
officers. I have not branded them with any op- 
probrious terms. If they are innocent, what I 


- said cannot injure them; if they are guilty, there 


is no condemnation too deep for them. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hcpe the Senator from 
Texas will name the persons who have been guilty 
of the conduct to which he has alluded, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have given the quotation 
from the official documents. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The point I make is, | 
that the Senator has introduced that matter which 
has no sort of connection with the subject before 
us, with the design of defeating and embarrassing 
a great Administration measure. Army officers, 
like other persons, are liable to do wrong and to | 
act improperly. They may have done so in the 
case to which he has alluded, and if so, the char- 
acter of the Secretary of War is a sufficient guar- 
In | 
regard to that transaction | have before mea mem- | 
orandum which has been handed to me by Colonel 
Roberts, one of the officers stationed at Fort Leav- | 
enworth. It is in the following terms: 

' 
“For sixty years the President has had the power to | 
make military reservations on Indian lands. Under this | 
power the reservation of Leavenworth was made, before 
the lands of the Shawnees and Delawares were surveyed. 
When their lands were laid off, they came up to the muli- 
tary reservation at Fort Leavenworth; they did not and 
could not embrace that!» Since their lands were surveyed | 
the military reservation has been reduced, and the lands 
between the new military lines and the Indian lines became 
public land of the United States. They were never lands 
vt the Indians. The decisions of the Supreme Court of the 


These lands, the momgnt they became useless for military 
purposes, were in the Situation of all other public Jands, 


These || 
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marks on this subject, and I can hardly do justice 


| to my own vote without making some explana. 


tion of the reasons which govern it. I. have not 


courage, however, to detain the Senate this even. 


ing, and if they desire to take a vote now I shall 
forego any remarks which | might wish to make 
Mr. PETTIT. If the Senator from Michigan 
desires to address the Senate to-morrow, I wiij 
move an adjournment. 
Mr. CASS. I have no desire of my own stron 


enough to postpone — action the Senate wish to 


take; but gentlemen will perceive that many ques. 
tions have arisen, in connection with this subject, 
which are deeply interesting, perhaps the most 
interesting that can be presented to the American 
people, historically and politically. Ido not think 


| the day has been lost. 


| 


Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator will give way, 
I will move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BROWN. If the Senator from South 
Carolina will withdraw his. motion to adjourn, 
I will move that the amendments be printed. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 withdraw the motion to ad. 

ourn. 
: Mr. BROWN. I thinkthe amendments should 
be printed, before we are called upon to vote on 


| them. The amendment proposed by the Senator 


from Virginia covers three or four pages of fools. 
cap, closely written. After examining it, I must 
say, there are some things in it which I do not 
understand. In looking over the manuscript | 


| perceive a palpable contradiction in Some of the 
| provisions in that amendment, and I think it 





United States have repeatediy been given to this point. ! 


liable to the preémption laws of Congress. Military offi- 
cers, as other citizens, had a clear right to occupy them, to 
locate them, and to use tbem as other citizens of the United 
States. Where, then, is the criminality of theSe military 
officers??? 

Touching these Delaware lands, I have to say | 
that | hope the treaty will be executed in good | 
faith, judiciously, and properly. I ask, however, | 
what has the conduct of one or two individuals, 
quartermasters or others, who may be speculating | 
persons, to do with a great measure connected | 
with the peace of the frontier and the defense of | 
our emigrant routes, from the Missouri river to | 
the Pacific ocean? What | complained of was the | 
introduction of such matters into the discussion | 
of the measure before the Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I will tell the Senator the | 
reasons why I referred to that transaction. In the | 
first place, it was to demonstrate the fact that 
aggressions are committed upon the Indians; and | 
is not this calculated to dissolve the bands of | 
peace, and bring on war? In the next place, this | 
country is under the control of the military; and | 
why have they not restrained those people from 
such an outrage? 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, I had proposed, 
after the discussion of this subject had taken so 
wide a range, to discuss the question at some | 
length myseif, and had made some notes for that 
purpose, taking a view entirely different from any | 
which has been presented; but I am now prepared | 
to say that I will forego that intention with pleas- | 
ure to myself, if the Senate are ready to take the | 


, vote, 


Several Senarors. 


Weare ready for the vote. 
Mr, CASS. 


ought to be printed. I move, therefore, that all 


| the amendments before us be printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


RECONSIDERATION OF A VOTE. 

Mr. SEWARD. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to allow me now to submit a mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
which I yesterday presented for the publication 
of the report of Commander Ringgold was adopted. 
I ask that the motion lie on the table for the 
present. 


The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 


| the motion to reconsider will be entered on the 


Journal, The Chair hears no objection. 


JAPAN EXPEDITION. 

Mr. STUART. [am informed that there is a 
communication on the table from the President of 
the United States, which has some connection 
with the report of Commodore Perry. I ask that 
it be presented, and ordered to be printed. 

There being no objection, the Presipent pro 
tempore laid before the Senate a message from the 
President of the United States, communicating, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
the 6th of December last, a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, with accompanying documents, 
in relation to the naval expedition to Japan, and 
the proceedings and negotiations resulting in a 


|| treaty with the Government of that Empire. 


Mr. MASON. I move that the message and 
accompanying papers be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. The committee will 


| hereafter report, in due time, in favor of printing 


them, if it be necessary. I wish to give the com- 
mittee an opportunity of examining the papers. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER. In moving‘an adjournment, | 
distinctly wish to be understood, that I do not 
make the motion for the purpose of having the 
floor to-morrow. But for the intimations which 
have been given by other Senators of a desire to 
address the Senate, | should not make the motion. 
I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, February 1, 1855. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayet 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, sub- 
mitting the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the funds held in trust for the Chick- 
asaw Indians. Referred to the Committee on 


I had intended to make some re- |! Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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Also, a communication from the Post Office 
Department, transmitting, in compliance with a 
resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 24 January, 1855, a copy of the condition | 
contracts made by Postmaster General Hubbard 
with Messrs, Ramsey and Carmick, on the 3d of | 
March, 1853, forthe extension of two of the trips | 
on the New Orleans and Vera Cruz line, from | 
Vera Cruz, Mexico, via Acapulco, to San Fran- | 
cisco, in California. Also, copies of all the corre- 
spondence relative to the same, and to the change of | 
schedule proposed on the line from New Orleans | 
to Vera Cruz. 

The communication was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. HAVEN. I desire here, Mr. Speaker, to 
raise a question, which I think may be regarded 
in the light of a privileged one. 





| journed. 


During the last session of this Congress, the | 


Committee of Waysand Means, by its chairman, 


(Mr. Housron,] reported a bill for the purpose of || 


reguiating thetariff. The bill was reported under | 
a suspension of the rules of the House. That | 
suspension was made upon my motion, for the | 
purpose of enabling the chairman of the commit- 
tee, of which I was a member, to report the bill. 
| see that it is entered upon the Journal, and it | 
is also printed upon the face of the bill, that I re- | 
ported the bill, 1 speak of the majority bill. 

I desire to do justice to the chairman of that 
committee. He reported the bill,and not myself. 
The motion I made was a motion to suspend the | 
rules to enable him to report. I think by some | 
confusion the Clerk entered me as reporting the | 
bill. I desire to give the chairman of the commit- | 
tee [Mr. Houston] the entire credit of that bill, 
and to restore to him its paternity,also. For the 
purpose of making the matter appear right upon 
the record, and to do justice to all parties, and 


especially as members are constantly coming to || 


me from all parts of the House to inquire what 
it means, I send to the Clerk’s desk a resolution, | 
which | shall ask the an to adopt. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Ordered, That it be entered upon the Journal, that the 
bill of the House (No, 403) ‘ reducing the duties on im- | 
ports, and for other purposes,’’ reported, on the 19th of 
June last, from the Committee of Ways and Means, was | 
reported by Mr. Houston, and not by Mr. Haven, as it ap- 
pears upon the Journal of that date. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move the adoption of the | 
resolution. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
question of order. I think the resolution is not | 


in order, it being, in effect, an attempt to alter the || 


Journal of the House of last session. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the gen- 
tleman will not objecttoit. There can be no good 
objection. 

Mr. HAVEN. It doesnot alter the Journal of 
the last session. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would remark | 
that the proposition is not to change the Journal of 
last session atall. It is simply to explain upon 
this Journal an error which crept into the Journal 
of lastsession. In that view of thecase, the Chair | 
overrules the question of order, and decides the 
resolution in order. 

The question was then taken; and the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
On motion by Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN, it was 


Ordered, That the Commiftee on Revolutionary Claims | 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
and papers of the heirs of Nathan Taylor, and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


_ Also, on motion by Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN, | 


it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
and papers of the heirs of Thomas Roll, and that the report 
be laid on the table. 


TERRITORIAL BILLS. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I call for the regular order 
of business. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. There were several bills 


esterday reported from the Committee of the 


hole on the state of the Union, in relation to 
Territories. 


Mr.GREENWOOD. Willthe gentleman from 
[illinois yield to me a moment? 





SHESCONGRESSIONA 


| main question ordered to be now put. 


— 


order of business, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 would accommodate 
the gentleman, but the gentleman from North Car- 
olina insists upon the regular order of business. 
I desire to take up that unfinished business, and 
have it acted upon and disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the occupant of the chair [Mr. Jones, of Tennes- 
see] at the time those bills which were reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union came up, intimated that, if a motion 


|| was made to commit the bills to the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, the effect 
would be to bring up the measures reported from 
the committee, as the first business in order this | 
morning, and that, in that understanding, the 
motion was submitted, and then the House ad- | 
The Chair, under the circumstances, 
olds that to be the first business in order. 


TELEGRAPH PO THE PACIFIC. 


The bill which first kame up for consideration 
was Senate bill (No. 60) toauthorize the construc- | 
tion of a subterranean line of telegraph from the 
Mississippi or Missouri river to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. | desire to inquire of | 
the Chair if a demand for the previous question 
will exhaust itself upon the action of the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question would | 
apply only to the proposition to strike out the 
enacting clause. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. | desire to say in refer- 
ence to the bill, in order that members of the 
House may act understandingly upon the subject, 
that if the report of the committee is rejected, that | 
is, if they refuse to strike out the enacting clause, 

I shall offer the amendment which I gave notice 
of yesterday, which was to strike out all except 
the right of way, two hundred feet wide. I | 
demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the | 


The main question being upon concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union in striking out the enacting clause, 

Mr. LETCHER said: I eall for the yeas and 
nays upon the question, and hope it will be made 
a test question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will it be in order 


to have the substitute which the gentleman pro- 
| poses to offer read, in order that the House may 


know what they will be called to vote upon, if the 
report of the committee is disagreed to ? 
he SPEAKER. It can be done only by 

unanimous consent. 

No objection being made, the substitute was 
read. 

The yeas and nays, demanded by Mr. Lercuer, | 
were not ordered. 

Mr. FARLEY. 
pending question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ciiveman 
and Wuee.er were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes forty-six, noes not counted. 

So the recommendation of the committee was | 
not agreed to. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I now move the follow- 


I call for tellers upon the | 


| ing substitute for the bill,.and upon its adoption | 


I call for the previous question: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


0 
1 tnat Hiram O. Alden and James Eddy, their successors, 


associates, and assigns, are hereby authorized and empow- 


|| ered to construct, at their own expense, a line of telegraph | 


from such point on the Mississippi or Missouri river as they | 
may hereafter select, through the publie lands belonging to | 
the United States, over which lands the right of way, two 

hundred feet in width, for that purpose is hereby granted, | 
to San Francisco, in California, in as direct a line as prac- | 


| ticable. 


| 


| 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all voluntary or | 
intentional injuries tc said Tine of telegraph, or to any prop- 
erty thereto belonging, shall be deemed, and are hereby de- || 
¢lared, to be willful and malicious trespasses, and shall be | 
punished as such; and all laws of the United States now | 
in force in any Territory thereof, or which may hervafter | 


| be enficted for the better security and protection of prop | 
| erty, and applicable to such offenses, shall be, and they |) 
| hereby are, extended, for the protection of said line of tele- | 


graph, into and over all the territory belonging to, and un- | 
der the jurisdiction of, the United States, through which the | 
sanve may be constructed; and all legal process and pro- 
ceedings, forthe detection and punishment of the aforesaid 


| offenses, shall be within the jurisdiction of the courts, and 4 


| shall be issued and execute 


by the proper law officers in 


| the States or organized Territories. 


LOBE. _ 


Mr. CLINGMAN. [insist upon the regulat ‘| Mr. JONES /of Tennessee. 


| out. 
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T have an amend- 
ment to suggest, which I hope the gentleman from 
Illinois will accept as a modification of his substi- 
tute. As I understand the terms of the substitute, 
in the grant of the right of way through the public 
lands, it creates these men a corporation in ' 
tuity, without restriction or limitation. I believe 
that this Government has no such power, and so 
believing, cannot vote for the gentleman’s substi- 
tute as it now stands. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Any reasonable propo- 
sition which gentlemen may make to perfect the 
bill will be accepted, 

Mr.SEYMOUR,. Well, then, if the gentleman 


| will consent to strike out the word *‘ successors,” 


I shall be willing to give his substitute my vote. 


| My impression is, that the word successors, does 


make these gentlemen a corporation in perpetuity. 
No power is reserved to Congress to alter or 
amend the act of incorporation. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. | accept the gentleman’s 
amendments; and the word successors is stricken 
I now call for the previous question on the 
substitute. 

Mr. BENTON. The bill seemsto be now con- 
sidered an innocent affair-—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state for the 
information of the gentleman and the House, that 
the previous question has been demanded on the 
substitute. 

Mr. BENTON. But the member from Mis- 
souri was recognized, and commenced addressing 
the Chair. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman has misun- 
derstood the Chair. The Chair states that.the 
previous question has been demanded, and that it 
cuts off all debate. 

Mr. BENTON.. Andscovers up what is.to be 
done. [Looking at the members all around the 
Hall.] Well, Mr. Speaker, I can look as though 
I were opposed to the bill at any rate. (Grent 
laughter. } ® 

Mr. HAVEN. I ask the gentleman from Illi- 
nois to withdraw his call for the previous question 
until | can move the insertion of one sentence, by 
way of amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON I withdraw the call for 
the previous question for that purpose provided 
the gentleman will renew it. 

Mr. HAVEN. Very weil. I simply desire 
that the jurisdiction which is conferred over this 
property to the United States courts, shall be ¢on- 
fined to the Territories; that it shall not extend to 


\ the States. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. In the States the laws 


|| of the United States only apply to the public lands 


within their limits. 


Mr. HAVEN. The bill now reads as follows; 


| and I would call the gentleman’s attention to it: 


‘* Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That all voluntary or 


| ntentional injuries to said line of telegraph, or to any prop- 


erty thereto belonging, shall be deemed, and are hereby 
declared, to be willful and malicious trespasses, and shall 
be pnnished as such,’’ &c. 

Now, afterthe word ‘* belonging,” I suggest the 
words ‘* within the Territories of the United 


|| States’’ be inserted. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, I think the bill does 


| now what the gentleman seeks to accomplish. I 


do not want to extend the United States laws over 
a State, except so far as the public lands are con- 
cerned. 

Mr. HAVEN. I have made the suggestion, 
and think that it is essential to the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. lLacceptthe gentleman’s 
amendment as a modification of the substitute. 

Mr. HAVEN. And, as I promised, I now call 
for the previous question. 

The call for the previous question received a 
second; and the main question was ordered to be 
now put. 

The question was taken on the substitute; and 
it was adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was read a third time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. [I call for the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. ; 

The call for. the previous question received a 
second; and the main question was ordered to be 
now put. 

Mr. BENTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 








504 





The question was then taken; and the bill was 
passed— yeas 110, nays 70; as follows: 

Y EAS—Mesars. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appleton, 
David J. Bailey, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, 
Bliss, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bristow, Bugg, Campbell, Car- 
peuter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chase, Chneman, Clingman, 
Look, Corwin, Croeker, Culiom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, De 
Witt, Diek, Dickinson, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Edger- 
ton, Thomas D. Eliot, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, 
Piagier, Franklin, Fuller, Giddings, Goodrich, Goodwin, 
Greenwood, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Haven, Henn, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, John- 
won, Roland Jones, Kuox, Lindley, McDougall, Mace, 
Matteson, Maxwell, Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, Mor- 

n, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pennington, 
Pitt s, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Richardson, 
David Ritchie, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Sew- 
ard, Seymour, Simmons, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 





ton, Hestor L. Stevens, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- | 


jor, Teller, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Wade, Walley, War- 
revi, Ellibu B, Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Tap- 
pan Wentworth, Westbrook, Yates, and Zollicoffer—110. 
YS—Mesers. Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, 
Benton, Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, Chastain, Clark, Cobb, 
Cox, Crige, John G. Davis, Dawson, Drum, Edmundson, 


Ellison, Fenton, Florence, Gamble, Goode, Hamilton, || 


Bampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hen- 
éricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Daniel T’. Jones, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Lane, Letcher, Lewis, Lindsley, MeCulloch, McMullin, 


Noble, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, || 


Powell, Ready, Thomas Ritchey, Ruffin, Shannon, Shaw, 
Bhower, Singleton, William R. Smith, Straub, Andrew 
Stuart, Trout, Vansant, John Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, 
and Hendrick B. Wright—70. 


So the bill was passed. 


Previous to the announcement of the above | 
vote, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, said: Mr.-Speaker, | 
I was not within the bar when my name was 
called, but had [ been, 1 should have voted against 
this bill. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I was not within the bar when 
my name was called. If I had been, like =| 
colleague, I should have voted against the bill, 
thus uniting the new and old line Democracy. | 
{Laughter.} e 
' Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay | 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to arrend the | 
title by striking out the word ‘ subterranean;”’ 
so that it will read: ‘An act authorizing the con- | 
struction of a telegraph from some point on the | 
Mississippi or Missouri river to the Pacific ocean.” 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

LEGISLATURE OF UTAH. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union have reported a joint 
resolution of the following title, without amend- 
ment: | 

A joint resolution authorizing the Legislative | 
Assembly of Utah to continue their session for a | 


term not exceeding sixty days, instead of forty | 


days, as heretofore provided. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. This resolution only 
puts the Legislature of Utah in the condition of 
the Legislatures of the other Territories. There 
can be no objection to it. I call for the previous | 
question. 

The call for the previous question received a 
second; and the main question was ordered to be | 
now put, 

The resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it | 
was read a third time, and passed. 


FORT SNELLING MILITARY RESERVATION. 
_ The SPEAKER. The question next in order 
is upon the amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union to House bill | 
(No. 688) to amend the act approved 26:h August, 
1852, entitled ** An act to reduce and define the | 
boundaries of the military reserve at St. Peter’s 
river, in the Territory of Minnesota, and for other 
purposes.’’ ‘The amendment is as follows: 

Ineert, ufter the word “‘circumstances,’? the words | 
** proof and payment;’’ so as to make the clause read : 

And where any of said lands come within the provisions 
of the act of May 23, 1844, for the relief of the citizens of | 
towns upon the lands of the United States, under certain | 
circumstances, proof and payment shall also be made | 
within three months after the passage of this act; and in 


either case, if the entries are not made within that time, the | 
claim shal! be forfeited. 





| demanded. 
| the main question was ordered to be now put. 


|} 


| 


| 


opportunity of investigating it, and of conversing 


with some gentlemen from Minnesota who are || 


better acquainted with the subject than | am; and | 
1 am now fully satisfied that ought to pass. I 
hope it will pasa, 

“he bill was ordered to be engrossed and read | 


/athird time; and being engrossed, it was read a | 


| 
| 
} 


|| reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed, 





|| ing out the enacting clause of the bill. 





The question was taken; and the amendment || 


was agreed to. 


Mr. EASTMAN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I 


| 


| Hipearp were appointed. 


third ume, and passed. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 


and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


SURVEYOR GENERAL OF UTAH. 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union have reported back 


House bill (No. 689) to establish the “office of | 
| surveyor general of Utah, and te grant land to | 


actual setilers therein, with the recommendation | 
| 


| that the enacting clause be stricken out. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennéssee. 1 hope the House | 
will non-concur with the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, and thus mete out the | 


| same justice in regard to the survey of the public | 
McQueen, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Murray, Nichols, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


objected to this bill; but since then I bave had an | Bayly, Ball, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Benson, Bliss 


|| Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Goodrich, Goodwin, Aaton f] 


lands that we have extended to the other Terri- || 


tories. I call for the previous question. 
The question was put on seconding the call for | 


the previous question; and, on a division, there |, 


were—ayes 73, noes 42. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jounson and 


The question was taken; and the tellers re- | 
ported—ayes eighty-six; a further count not being 


So the previous question received a second; and | 


The question then recurred upon concurring | 
with the report of the Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of Union. | 


Mrz BENSON. 
amend? 

The SPEAKER. 
having been ordered. 

Mr. LETCHER. 


Is it in order to move to) 





I demand tellers upon strik- | 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hispanp, 
and Wasupurn of Maine were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers, owing | 
to the confusion, were unable to report. 


The SPEAKER. The tellers report that they |, 


cannot count. [Laughter.} 
Mr. LAMB. I demand the yeas and nays. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. KEITT. 1 desiretoask the Chair whether 
the design of this bill is not to put the inhabitants 


of Utah on the same footing as the inhabitants of || 


the other Territories? 

Mr. BERNHISEL. Yes, yes. 

Mr.SEWARD. No, sir; it is not. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Is itdesigned to encourage | 
polygamy? 

[Cries of ** No!” ** No!” and “ Order!’’] 

The SPEAKER, The main question has been 
ordered to be put, and no debate is in order. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Would it be in order for | 
me to make an inquiry of the gentleman who | 
reported this bill, betore the vote is taken? 





It is not, the main question | 


| Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Shower, si; 
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Bocock, Bridges, Bristow, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter’ 
Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman’ 
Clark, Cobb, Corwin, Crocker, Thomas Davis, De Win’ 
Dick, Dickinson, Eddy, Thomas D. tJiot, John M. Buin! 
Ellison, Farley, Faulkner. Flagler, Florence, Pravkliy, 
lan, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Howe, Hughes 5 
Glancy Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Letcher, Lindley’ 
Lindsley, McCulloch, MeMultin, Matteson, May, Mayaij’ 
Meacham, Middieswarth, Millson, Morgan, Noble, Nor. 
ton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck. 
ham, Pennington, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Pringle 
Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey’ 
mons, Skelton, Frederick P. Stanton, Andrew Saeee 
Jobn J. Tay!or, Jobn LL. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor’ 


| Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Wade, Walker, Walley, Way’ 


ren, Ellibu B. Wasbburne, Israel Washburn, ‘lappan 
Wentworth, John Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, and Yates 
—109, 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe 
Bennett, Benton, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bugg, Caskie, 
Clingman, Cook, Cartis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, 
Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmundson, Eng- 
lisb, Fuller, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Hamilton, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hiester, Hillyer, Hunt, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Lane, Lewis, Lilly, Macdonald, McDougall, McQueen, 
Mace, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, 
Packer, Parker, Peck, John Perkins, Preston, Robbins, 
Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, Samuel A. Smith, William 


| Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard #1, 


Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Teller, Trout, Wells, West- 
brook, and Hendrick B. Wright—74. 


So the report of the Committee of the Whole 


_on the state of the Union was concurred in. 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. HOUSTON obtained the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise toa privileged question, 
I move to reconsider the vote which has just now 
been taken. My object in submitting the motion 
is for the purpose of having provision made for 
the survey of the lands in the Territory of Utah. 
The question which has just been presented to the 
House was upon striking out the enacting clause 
of the bill. I know that there are members here 
who object to some of the provisions of the bil!— 
those provisions for grants of land to actual set- 
tlers in the Territory of Utah. I voted in the 
affirmative for the purpose of moving to recon- 


sider. If the reconsideration should prevail, I desire 


to have the bill so amended that it will provide for 


_ establishing the office of surveyor general and for 
the prosecution of surveys in the Territory of 
| Utah, without making donations of land, although 


| Union. 


The SPEAKER. It is not in order except by || 


unanimous consent. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. 
of the committee 
oes of ** Order !” ** Order !’’] 


I desire to ask the chairman | 





he SPEAKER. The Chair stated thatitwas |, 


not in order except by unanimous consent. 

Mr.PHILLIPS. 1 did not hear any objection. | 

The SPEAKER. “Is there objection? 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes, sir; I object. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in ordernow tomove | 
to lay the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER, 1: is in order. 
_Mr. McMULLIN. Then I submit that mo- || 
tion. 

The question was taken on Mr. McMvuuin’ 
motion; and it was djsagreed to. |! 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the | 
table. 

The question recurred on concurring in the | 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


| 


I am quite willing myself to donate lands there to 
actual settlers. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
me a moment? 

Mr. PHELPS. I will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. HAMILTON, The first, fitth, and sixth 
sections of the bill 1 think would be acceptable to 
the House. The first section provides for the es- 
tablishment of the surveyor general’s office. The 
fifth and sixth sections provide for the school 
donations, common to the other Territories of the 
If these sections only are retained, all 
the objectionable features of the bill will disappear, 
and | think that it will then be satisfactory to a 
mujority of the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Mary- 
land has anticipated some of the reasons which | 
intended to present to the House. We all know 
very well that thé people inhabiting the Territory 
of Utah are not looked upon with much favor by 
the people outside of that Territory. Recently, 


Will the gentleman allow 


|| however, the Executive has seen fit to appoint 


another Governor in place of the Governor who 


entertains the same religious sentiments as the 
| people of the Territory. 


| their lands. | 
_ give them at least the privilege of paying the Uni- 


‘The people of Utah have a right to complain 


| if you do not make provision for the survey of 


If you will not give them their land, 


ted States for it, so that each man may know what 
land he owns, and that they may be able to reg- 
ulate their rights as to real estate. At present 
there isno tand inthe Territory of Utah which 
can be owned by individuals. The title of all of 


| it is in the Government of the United States. But 
_if you fail now to establish the office of surveyor 


general, and to provide for the survey of the land, 
two or three years must elapse before it can be 
done. 

It has been customary, in the establishment 


| of all territorial governments, to provide that a 


of the Union, to strike out the enacting clause of |! certain quantity of land shall be given to the Ter- 


the bill; and being taken, it was decided in the | 
affiirmative—yeas 109, nays 74; as follows: 





| ritory for school purposes. Formerly you gave 
|| but the sixteenth sections, but in the Territories 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, David J, Bailey, Thomas H. || lately organized, beginning with Oregon, you have 
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provision by law that the sixteenth and | 








made ; 
(hirty-sixth sections in each township shall be 
ooued for school purposes. Now, |! desire to || 


a WW - - 
see that grant made to the Territory of Utah. 


Mr. BENSON. I wish to ask the gentleman 
a single question before he takes his seat. 1 de- | 
sire to Know whether the friends of the biil approve | 
of the course which he now proposes? It was | 
announced yesterday by some gentleman, when 
this subject was under discussion, that the Dele- | 
sate from Utah would rather that the whole bill | 
should be lost than that any of its provisions should 
be stricken out. Now, Il would ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri whether the Delegate from 
Utah has changed his opinion, and is willing to || 
take the bill if amended as he proposes? Iam op- | 
posed te the bill unless amende by striking out 
that part which may, in any way, favor that || 
feature of Mormonism, which recognizes polyg- || 
amy. Will the Delegate favor the bill if so | 
amended ? 

Mr. PHELPS. I have had no conference with | 
the Delegate from Utah respecting this bill, I act 
upon it on my Own responsibility, and I say now || 
that, if the motion to reconsider shall prevail, and || 
the House will vote down the recommendation of || 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union to strike out the enacting clause, I will, 
myself, if no other gentleman does it, move to 
amend the bill in the manner which I have indicated. 

Mr. BERNHISEL, (Mr. Puetps yielding the | 
floor.) I hope that the motion of the gentleman || 
from Missouri will not prevail. I would rather 
that the whole bill should be lost, than that it 
should be modified as he proposes. We only ask 
to be placed upon an equal footing with the other 
Territories. 

Mr. DISNEY, (Mr. Paevps still yielding the 
floor.) 1 desire to say a few words in relation to 
this matter. 1 announced to the House yesterday 
that I had yielded my own purposes out of court- 
esy to the gentleman from Utah. I have yielded 
up to this point, but there are public considera- | 
tions in relation to the pending bill—considerations 
which have been. adverted to by the gentleman 
from Missouri, and which are paramount to the 
considerations which influence the Delegate from | 
Utah. The General Government, and the people | 
of this Union, have an interest in extending its 
land system over the Territory of Utah, as well || 
as over every other Territory of this Union, and 
however much inclined | may have been, as | 
have been, to yield subsidiary questions to the 
wishes and desires of the Delegate from Utah, yet, 
when great public considerations come up, | am 
called upon, as | believe, imperatively, as chair- 
man of the committee to which is peculiarly 
committed the consideration of questions in re- | 
lauon to the public domain of the country, to | 
enforce upon the attention of the House such ac- 
tion as, in my judgment, is preper, in order to | 
promote the general interests of the country. 

Gentlemen must understand that the Territory 
of Utah is not populated by the Mormons only. 
There are many residents and settlers in that Ter- 
ritory who are not believers in, or followers of, || 
that faith. These people have some rights which 
should be protected; and all we ask is, that the 
Government shall extend its land system over the 
Territory. If the motion submitted by the gen- || 
tleman from Missouri shall prevail, | shall move | 
to strike out all those sections .of the bill relating 
to donations, and leave it simply a bill to provide 
for the establishment of the office of surveyor gen- | 
eral and correlative matters. | 

Mr. PHELPS, (resuming.) I have but one || 
word further to say. If my motion shall prevail, 
and the House shall non-concur in the recom- 
mendation of the Committee of the Whole on the || 
state of the Union, I will, if I can obtain the floor, || 
move to strike out the second, third, fourth, sev- | 
enth, and ninth sections of the bill 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 desire to say a word about 
this matter. I voted to non-concur in the recom- | 
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mendation of the Committee of the Whole on the || 
State of the Union, with a view.of having the bil] | 
amended in such a way that the House could || 
eXpress its sentiments upon one or two questions | 
that are either directly or indirectly included in 
the bill. 

I believe, with the gentleman who has charge 
of the bill in the Committee on Public Lands, | 
(Mr. Diswey,} that this is.a. great public question, || 
80 far as the lands are concerned. It is a ques- || 


TH 


question of order. 
| recognized, as I understand it, and was proceed- 


| its remark. The gentleman from Missouri had a 
right to submit his proposition to reconsider; and 
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tion which concerns the people of the United 
States as well as the people of the Territory of 
Utah; and the policy of the Government of the 
United States ought to be varried out there in re- 
gard to the survey and putting in market of these 
lands, as well as in any other Territory of the 
United Siates. 

In addition to this, | take it that I am not mis- 
taken when | suppose that this House refused to 
act on the other features of the bill, because of 
some of the domestic institutions of the Territory 
of Utah. The subject of polygamy is, I think, a 


| question which this House might as well meet now 
| as at any other time. 


1 am ready to meet it now; 
and if the House reconsider and amend this 
bill, so that these lands can be surveyed, I, if no- 
body else will do it, propose to meet this question 


,| by the introduction of an additional section which 


will declare that all laws, or that any laws of the 
Territory of Utah, which in any wise recognize 
the right of one man to have more than one wife 
at atime, are disapproved, and nulland void. We 
may as well meet this question early as late. I 
submit that it is not becoming in the American 
Congress to be dodging back and forth in this way. 
| hope, therefore, that the vote will be reconsid- 
ered, and that the House will take up the question 


| So as to let us express our opinions upon the sub- 
| ject-matter. 


Mr. McMULLIN.. I voted, Mr. Speaker, to 
strike out the enacting clause of this bill—— 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) | rise toa 
A few minutes ago, 1 was 


ing to address the Chair, when the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Puevrs] took the floor from me 
by saying that he rose toa privileged question, | 
supposed then that the matter could be settled, 


| as he stated, without debate; but if this question 
is to be raised, it will occupy, probably, one or 
| two days. 
|up the stiiject of which [ gave notice some few 


I desire, therefore, permission to bring 


days ago. 


The SPEAKER. True; the gentleman from | 


Alabama (Mr. Houston] was recognized by the 
Chair when the gentleman from Missouri rose to | 
a question of privilege 





Territories pay for their lands. 4 am willing to 
accord to the citizens of U:ah all the credit they 
are entitled to for their patriotism in going for- 
ward to defend the liberties of the country; but I 
am not willing to assisi, by my vote, in setting 
such an example as would be set by the passage 
of this bill. 

Sir, (in reply to a sotto voce remark of Mr. 
Bernuisex,) the Delegate from Utah tells me that 
New Mexico has thelaw. But, sir, if they have, 
they have a code of morals there such as is not in 
force in the Territory of Utah. Now, sir, has it 
come to this, that the Delegate from Utah is two 
come upon this floor and tell me that other Terri- 
tories have the benefit of a law of the character of 
this bill? Sir, | tell that Delegate, with no unkind 
feelings towards him, that, whenever the people 
whom he represents on this floor, shall piace 
themselves on a social equality, by their morais 
and otherwise, with the other Territories, then, 
and not till then, shall they have my support and 
vote. 

| have been appealed to by gentlemen from both 
sides of the House to call the previous question. 

{Loud cries of ** Oh, no!”’} 

Mr. McDOUGALL. [I donot like to doit, 
de not like to gag genuemen, particularly after I 
have said a few words oa But I desire to 
say this to the friends of the bill: if they wish a 
reconsideration of the question, and will afford 
gentlemen an opportunity to submit a proposition 
for the purpose of directly testing the sense of the 
House on the question alluded to and brought for- 
ward by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Haven,} then, sir, | am willing to go for un. J 
am willing to meet this question now, or at any 
other time, and | would prefer todo itnow. If 
gentlemen around me desire to discuse the ques- 
uon, I will yield the floor for that purpose. 

_Mr. WARREN. | I cail for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. ORR. I move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. And on that I call 


| for the yeas and nays, so as to open the question 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to | 


| a privileged question. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has not concluded 


rightly. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. HAMILTON, | eall for tellers on the 


| motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


it 


if, after that proposition had been submitted, the | 


gentleman from Alabama had insisted on his right 
to the floor, it would have been recognized. The 


| gentleman, however, having tacitly waived that 


right, the Chair cannot now decide that he is 
entitled to the floor. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I surrendered the floor only 


on the assurance that | should get it again. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


I rise to a privileged 
question. 


There was referred to the Committee 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union a resolu- 
| tion to pay some secretary somewhere. 
| committee declined to act upon it. 


The 
[I want to 


table. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dawson and 
Tarytor were appointed. 

The question was-taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 70, noes 76. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The previous question was then seconded; and 


| the main ques:ion erdered to be now put. 


Mr. HAVEN. | Will the previous question be 
exhausted upon the vote of reconsideration / 

The SPEAKER. [I wiil be exhausted. 

The question,was then taken upon reconsidering 


the vote by whieh the House agreed to strike out 
| the enacting clause of the bill; and, upon division, 


move to reconsider the vote by which the resolution || 


| was so referred, and to have that motion entered, so 


that we can get the resolution back to the House, 
and have it referred to the Committee on Private 
Claims. 

The SPEAKER. That motion will be entered 


there were—ayes eighty-nine, noes net counted. 
So the motion was reconsidered. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 


| Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 


| following titles; which thereupon received the sig- 


will signify the resolution he alludes to, and state 


when the order was made. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
reference to the Secretary of Minnesota, and was 
referred yesterday morning. 

The SPEAKER. Then the motion to recon- | 
sider will be entered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I voted to strike out the 
enacting clause of this Utah bill. I voted against 
the previous, question, with a view to afford my 
colleague {Mr. Smrrn] an opportunity to offer | 
some amendments to that bill. it was not my | 
purpose then, nor is it my purpose now, to draw | 


| any invidious distinction between Territories be- | 


longing to this Union. But, sir, when the citi- | 
zens of the Territory of Utah have drawn an— 


| invidious distinction—a distinction which ought | 


not to be tolerated in any portion of this commu- 
nity, then the people of that Territory must par- 


It was a Senate bill in | 


vote oppose the principle contained in this bi | 


If 1 am not mistaken, sir, the people of the adjacent 


if the gentleman from lilinois (Mr. Racnarpsen] | ed eae aes 


An act for the relief of Thomas Marston Tay- 
lor; and 

An act to incorporate St Joseph’s Male Orphan 
Asylum in the District of Columbia. 


SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF UTAH-—AGAIN. 
Mr. ORR. I would ask if the previoua’ ques- 


|| tien has not-been exhausted, and if the question 


does not now reear upon agreeing to the report of 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, recommending that the enacting clause of 
the bill be stricken out? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been sxpaneeg, upon the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. PHELPS. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon agreeing to the recommendation of the 
committee. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN demanded the yena 


|| don me, through their representative, if 1 by my || and nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Mr. DISNBY demanded tellers; which were 











we 


ordered; and Messrs. Warxer and CHanpLer 
were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes forty-seven, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to agree to the recommend- 
ation of the committee to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
serting the first, fifth, sixth, and eighth sections of 
the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. Before the motion is put, I 
desire to amend that part of the bill which the 
gentleman from Ohio proposes to strike out. — 

Tie SPEAKER. The demand for the previous 


uestion must be first disposed of before the mo- 


tion is in order. 
Mr. LETCHER. Is it not in order to amend 
thet part of the bill proposed to be stricken out? 


The SPEAKER. Such a motion would be in || 
order but for the intervention of the previous | 


question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the demand for 
the previous question is voted down, will the mo- 
tion then be in order? 

The SPEAKER. | It will be in order. 

The Clerk then read the matter proposed to be 
inserted by Mr. Disney, as follows: 


That the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to 


appoint a surveyor general for Utah, whoce annual salary | 


shall be three thousand dollars, and whése power, autbor- | 
ity, and duties, shall be the same as those provided by Jaw | 
for the survey or general of Oregon, prior to the act of July 
17, 1854; and te shall locate his office, from time to time, 
at such places as may be directed by the President of the 
United States, 

Sec 2. And be itefurther enacted, That when the lands 
in said Territory shall be strveyed, under the direction of 
the Government of the United States, preparatory to bring- 
ing the same toto market, sections numbered sixteen and 
thirty six in each township m, said Territory shall be, and 
the same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of being ap. | 


piied to schools in said Territory, and in tbe States and |! 


Territories hereafter to be ereated out of the same. 
Sec. 3. And be it 


of land equal to two townships shall be, and the same is | 
hereby, reserved for the establishment of a university in | 


of the same, to be selected under the direction of the Legis- 
jature, in legal subdivisions of not less than one half sec- 
tion, and to be disposed of as said Legislature may direct. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That full power and 
authority are hereby given to the Secretary of the Interior 
to issue ail needful rules and regulations for fully carrying | 
into effect the several provisions of this act. 
Mr. HAVEN. I ask the gentleman from Ohio | 
to withdraw his demand for the previous question 
until 1 can introduce an amendment of the kind I 
suggested before, covering the other point. I think | 
that will be satisfactory to the House, and I trust, | 
if the request is not complied with, the House will 
vote down the demand for the previous question. 
Mr. DISNEY. In reply tothe gentleman from 
New York, | will only say that I fully appreciate 
his commendable zeal in desiring@o place upon the 
record his opinion as to Mormofiism, but | do not | 
think this the time, nor do I think this the place; 
and in order to exclude all extraneous matters, | 
must adhere to my demand for the previous ques- | 


eaid Territory, and in the State hereafter to be created out | 


tion. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I hope, before the question is | 
put, the gentleman from Ohio will change his prop- | 
osition so far as to exclude one of the sections | 
which he has offered, which appropriates lands for 
the support of common schools, I| think that pro- | 
vison should be excluded. 

Mr. DISNEY. | cannot do it. 

Mr. KERR. | ask for tellers upon the demand 
for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hissarp 
and Wa ken were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers re- || 


ported—ayes ninety, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. ; | 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I would inquire 
whether it is competent, under the rules, for the 
gentleman from Ohio to accept of an amendment 

to his amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It canbe done only by unani- || 
mous consent, as the House has ordered the main i 
question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
bill upon the table. 


| 
Mr. STUART, of Ohio. I demand the yeas and | 





neyo wees that motion. 
€ yeas and nays were not ordered. 


| 
| 
} 
i 





further enacted, That when the lands || 
in said Territory shall be surveyed as aforesaid, a quantity || 
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The question was then taken; and the motion 
was not agreed to. 


The question recurring upon the adoption of | 


the amendment proposed by Mr. Disney, 


Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays; | 


which were ordered. 
The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeae 127, nays 52; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Apple- 
ton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, 
Belcher, Bennett, Bliss, Breckinridge, Brooks, Campbell, 
Carpenter, Caskie, Chastain, Clark, Clingman, Cook, 
Cullom, Cumming, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Disney, 
Drum, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Join M. Elliott, 
English, Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, 
Gamble, Goodwin, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Hamilton, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Houston, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Roland Joues, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, 


Lane, Lewis, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, Macdonald, Me- ? 


Nair, McQueen, Maxwell, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Olds, 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, 
|| Peck, Phelps, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, Thomas Ritch- 
|, ey, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Seward, Seymour, 
Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, George W, Smyth, Richard H. 
Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, David Start, Joha 
J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Van- 
|| sant, Walbridge, Warren, Ellibu B. Washbume, Wells, 

John Wentworth, Westbrook, Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, 
and Zollicoffer—1!27. 


| Bristow, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Clirtsman, Cobb, 


Edmundson, Thomas D, Eliot, Eltiison, Fiagler, Franklin, 
Goode, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J, Harlan, Haven, Ingersoll, 


| George W. Jones, Kerr, Knox, Leteher, McCulloch, Me- 


Mutiin, Matteson, May, Mayall, Meacham, Morgan, Pen- 
nington, Bishop Perkins, Powell, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, 
| David Ritchie, Ruffin, Sapp, Shannon, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Nathaniel G. Taylor, ‘Teller, Tracy, Walker, Walley, 
Tappan Wentworth, and Wheeler—52. 
| So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. What is the next ques- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. It is upon ordering the bill, 
as amended, to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. SoI supposed. 


read a third time. 
Mr, DISNEY. 


1 move the previous question 


|| upon the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I call for the yeas 


and nays upon the passage of the bill, and demand | 


tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and nays 
were refused. 
| Mr. MeMULLIN. 
| upon the table. 
| [Cries of ‘Order!’ ‘Order !?’] 

__ Mr. McMULLIN.. I would inquire of the 
Chair if the motion to recommit is in order? 
TheSPEAKER. A motion ofthat kind would 


I move to lay the bill 


ordered to be put. 
Mr. McMULLIN. Then I call for the yeas 


and nays upon my motion to lay the bill upon 
| the table, 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken on Mr, McMut- 
LIN’s motion; and it was decided in the negative 


|| yeas 64, nays 115; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Thomas II. Bayly, Ball, Benson, Bo- | 
cock, Bridges, Bugg, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, | 


Chase, Chrisman, Cobb, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas 
| Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Edmundson, Thomas 
| D. Eliot, Ellison, Flagler, franklin, Goode, Goodwin, 


Aaron Harlan, Haven, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, | 


| Kerr, Knox, Letcher, Lewis, Lindley, McCulloch, MeMul- 
| lin, Mace, Matteson, May, Mayall, Meacham, Middles- 
| warth, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Pennington, Powell, 

Preston, Puryear, David Ritchie, Raffin, Sapp, Shannon, 
| William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Andrew Stuart, 
| Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracey, Wade, Walker, Walley, 
Wheeler; and Yates—64. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appleton, | 


David J. Bailey, Banks, Barksdale, Burry, Belcher, Ben- 


ton, Boyce, Bristow, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, Ca- | 


ruthers, Chastain, Clark, Clingman, Cook, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, Disney, Drum, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edger- 
ton, John M. Elliot, Etheridge, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, 
Gamble, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Hamilton, Sampson W. 


Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hib- | 
bard, plomaneti, pire, Bonen, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, | 


Ingersoll, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Lane, Lilly, Lindsley, Macdonald, McNair, Mc- 
Queen, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Murray, Nichols, Noble, 
Norton, Olds; Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver; Orr, 
Packer, Parker, Peck, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, 
Pratt, Pringle, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, 
Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, 


NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Benson, Becock, Boyce, Bridges, | 


Corwin, Cox,Crocker, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, | 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and | 


not be in order, the main question having been | 
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Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel} A Site, 
George W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Uestor L. Btevens 
Straub, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Teller, Thurst : 
Trout, Vansant, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash) 
Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Hendrick B. 
and Zollicoffer—115. ° 

_ So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 

| table. 

The bill was then passed. 


__ Mr. DISNEY. If move to reconsider the yor 
by which the bill was passed, and that that mo. 
| tion be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move 
amend the title by striking out the words « ang 
to grant lands to actual settlers therein.”’ 

‘he question was taken; and the amendmen; 
| was agreed to. 
Mr. LETCHER. I move further to amend 
the title by adding toit the words “ and to donaty 
|| land for school and university purposes.”’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would sue. 
gest to the gentleman, that instead of the wor 
| ** donate,” he use the word ‘“grant.”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. I accept the gentleman’s 
| modification of my amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
| was agreed to. 
|| The title, as amended, was then agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, in- 
_ forming the House that the Senate had passed a 
| resolution and bill of the following titles: 
A resolution authorizing. the Secretary of War 
| to sell portions of the site of the arsenal at Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, and to purchase other lands 
|| with the proceeds of such sale; and 
| An act changing the appropriation for the erec- 
_ tion of a building in the city of Milwaukie for a 
|, custom-house, post office, and the United States 
court. 
} In which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
|| of the House. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
| 


‘| Mr. DE WITT, fromthe Committee on Enrolled 
| Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a bill of the 
|| following title; which thereupon received the 
| Speaker’s signature: 

An act making appropriations for the construc- 
|| tion of certain military roads in the Territories of 
Nebraska and Washington. 


THE TARIFF. 
| Mr. APPLETON. Mr. Speaker, some days 
|| ago the honorable gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
|| Houston] gave notice that he would move to take 
|| up for consideration by the House, at this time, 
|| the bill in relation to the tariff. My object in 
|| rising is respectfully to appeal to him that, instead 
| of pressing his motion to-day, he postpone it to 
some future day. And for this reason: There are, 
| in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
|| Union, two bills, one for the reduction of the tariff 
to arevenue standard, and the other a substitute 
for that bill. Both have been matured with great 
care. The bill laid upon our desks this morning, 
and which was introduced by the gentleman from 
| Alabama, has not been sufficiently long in the 
|| possession of members to enable them to look into 
it, and carefully and properly compare its pro- 
visions with those of the bills to which I have 
referred. I appeal to the gentleman to postpone 
the making of his motion to some other day, 80 
that the desired examination and comparison may 
be had. The course I suggest may possibly lead 
'| to a favorable result. : 
| Mr. HOUSTON. In reply to the honorable 
| gentleman from Massachusetts I will say, that, so 
| far as his proposition is concerned, I shall have no 
objection to a een of this question for 
a reasonable length of time. The vote which | 
|| gave notice I would ask the House to give in refer- 
| ence to the bill proposing to reduce the tariff I had 
|| hoped would be taken at an earlier period of the 
| day. The present is an unfavorable time for its 
| consideration. All will acknowledge the import- 
ance of the question; and it is one, too, which 
|| must be adjusted to'suit at least a majority of the 
| interests concerned. If there is a prospect of the 
|| House coming to such an ement as to pass & 
| bill which would meet the demands of all sides, 
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without great consumption of time, I should be 
glad of it. 
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| will suggest, however, that, if the proposition ) 
be now postponed, there is no day before next | 
Wednesday when the bill could come up under 
feyorable circumstances. ‘To-morrow is objec- | 
jon day on the Private Calendar. Gentlemen | 
will desire the suspension of the rules on Monday || 
for the introduction of, and action on, various mat- || 
ters, Tuesday is set apart, by the special order || 
of the House, for the consideration of the Tex | 
debt bill. If I were to attempt to press my mo- | 
tion against the interests which would rise in | 
opposition on either of the days to which I have 
referred, the question would be taken under very 
disadvantageous circumstances. I shall not agree, 
on my own responsibility, to the postponement 
asked for, because each member is equally in- 





|| to secure the passage of the bill the gentleman | 
| now proposes to bring up, [ am just now more | 
| anxious to proceed with the business of the morn- | 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HAVEN. Very well. 
understand the question. 

Mr. HENN. I hope the gentleman from Ala- | 
bama will withdraw that motion for to-day, and \) 
allow us to go on with the business of the morn- | 
ing hour. ‘This is the first opportunity we have | 
had to transact business in the morning hour for | 
some days, and it will be the last opportunity we 
shall have for‘some time to come. 1 hope, there- 
fore, the gentleman will! withdraw his motion to go | 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union. If he does not, [ shall be compelled || 
to vote against it; for however anxious I may be | 


r think we now | 


terested with myself. I make my motion, and, if 


2 majority be willing to the postponement, I shall | 


sropose that the question be set for one o’clock 
on Wednesday next, at which time we may have 
a test vote. 

‘Cries of ‘* Consent !”’ 


Mr. HAVEN. I should like to inquire of the | 


gentleman from Alabama what motion it is that 
he proposes to make? He stated to us the other 
day that he would at this time move to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. HOUSTON, That is the motion which I | 


now propose to submit. I move, Mr. Speaker, 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, with a view.of taking up 
for consideration whatis cammonly known as the 
tariff bill. 

Mr. HAVEN. I would inquire, inasmuch as 
the gentleman’s motion indicates the kind of busi- 
ness to be done, whether it demands a majority, 
or a two-third vote? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Some gentlemen 
seem to think that the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Alabama has the effect of a special 
order. Not at all. He moves that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and asks membersto make 
the vote on that motion a test as to whether they 
intend or not to do anything with the tariff. 't 
requires two thirds to make a special order 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it 
would be incompetent for the House, except b 
unanimous consent, to make a special order at this 
time. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Alabama 
expects that the majority which agrees to his 
motion to go into the Committee of the Wholeon 
the state of Union, will, when the House gets into 
committee, take up, consider, and act on this tariff 
proposition. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I explained, the other day, 


ina few words, what I proposed doing, and what | 
the objects were which I had in view, [am aware | 


that it is not strictly in order to move to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of taking up a particular 
bill; but I felt it due to the gentlemen on all sides 
of the Hall to state the purpose which I desired to 
accomplish. I ask that the vote on the motion to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be a test of the sense of the body on 
this measure. If the motion be voted down, I 


shall then propose to go into the Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose 
of taking up some of the appropriation bills. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
the House does also, the effect of the vote to be 
taken. 
tleman another question. 
charge, and I would like to know, to some extent, 
what it is we shall be called to vote on when we 
get into committee? Does the gentleman stand 
by the bill which was reported by the committee, 
or does he intend, when we get into the Commitee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to aban- 
don that, and go for some other measure? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


will consider the vote upon going into the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union as 

a test vote upon the bill to reduce the present tariff. | 
_ Mr. HAVEN. And if the House agree to go | 
Into committee, does the gentleman propose to 

eon his substitute for the bill originally intro- 
uced ? 


Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. 





I understand, and I presume | 


If he will permit me, I will ask the gen- | 
He has the matter in | 


I stated to the House yes- | 
terday what my purpose was, as far as I can state | 
it; and I now repeat, that I desire that the House | 


ing hour. 
Many Memsens. Do not withdraw the motion. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I do not withdraw it. 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I demand the yeas 
|| and nays upon the motion. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to stateto the House 
|| that my motion is now in their hands. I have 
|| indicated my preference, a postponement until 
| Wednesday next; but if the House prefer to decide 
it now, it is in their hands. 
[Cries of ** Go on!” * Too late to withdraw !’’] 
Mr. HOUSTON. Have f the right to ask the 


House to postpone this vote until Wednesday 
| next ? 


| to withdraw his motion to go into the Committee 
| Of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. Can I accomplish my pur- 
| pose in no other way ? 


The SPEAKER. Thegentleman hastheright | 





| 
th 
| 
| 
| 





| 
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_ Mr. HENN, _The gentleman from Louisiana 
if I mistake not, is entitled to about fifteen minutes 
before his hour will expire. If he will yield to me 
for that purpose, 1 will move the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 


BELDEN AND COMPANY. 


Mr. HUNT. I think the Chair is mistaken as 
to the first businessin order. There is still a mo- 
tion to reconsider pending upon the Belden case. 

The SPEAKER. Whenthe Chair announced 
the regular order of business, he had forgotten, 
for the moment, that a motion to reconsider had 
been made upon the Beldencase.. The Chair de- 
cides that that motion will take precedence of the 
consideration of the other bill. 

Mr. WHEELER. [I demand the previous 
question upon the motion to reconsider. 


NAVY-YARD AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to enable me to 
report a bill, that the order to print may be made, 
and that the bill may be recommitted to the com- 
mittee. It is a bill for the reéstablishment of the 
Memphis navy-yard. 

The bill was then introduced, read twice by its 
title, and recommitted to the select committee upon 
the Memphis navy-yard. 


BELDEN AND COMPANY-——AGAIN, 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be now put, being upon 


|| the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 


| TheSPEAKER. In no other way, except by | 
|| unanimous consent. 
|| Mr. HAVEN. Iam desirous that this vote | 


| should be well understood. 
|' well for all sides if the gentleman from Alabama 
'| would indicate to the House whether he regards 
|| this as a test vote, to the extent that, if it fail, he 
| will not call it up again upon another day. 
|| Mr. HENN. I desire to ask the Speaker one 

| question. The gentleman from Alabama speaks 
|| of this asa test vote. Now, I desire to know if 
‘| it can be made binding upon all of us? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, of course not; unless 

you are disposed to consider it as such. 
|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
|| from Alabama cannot, of course, make it a test 


| 
| 
} 


| vote to be binding upon the members of the | 


It would, perhaps, be | 


| 


|| House; but the friends of the bill can agrée that, | 


'| if the motion is voted down, they will not call it 


| up again, and allow the responsibility of defeating | 


|| the measure to rest upon iis friends who now re- 
| fuse to vote for it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say a single word. 
[Cries of ‘* Order!’ ** Order !’’} 
TheSPEAKER. 


| 
|| 


The Chair must remind gen- | 
tlemen that the motion to go into the Committee of | 


|| the Whole on the state of the Union is not debat- | 


| able, and the cries on all sides of ‘* Order,’’ **Or- 
'| der,’’ remind him that be must arrest all further 
| discussion. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I regret exceedingly that 
| there is any such feeling upon either side of the 
|| House as 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
order. I want to know if this proposition is debat- 
ble? 
The SPEAKER, It is not, 
Mr. HOUSTON... I am not 
Mr, CAMPBELL. Then 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
my proposition. 
| Saying that | would now withdraw the motion to 





poine to debate it. 


I was not going to debate 


|| go into the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


| the Union, and that | give notice that, on Wednes- 
| day next, I will make the motion, and then insist 
|| upon a test vote being taken upon this question. 
|| Mr. WHEELER. _Lobjert to the withdrawal. 
| TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman has the right 
to withdraw it. 


| DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEM. 

Mr. COBB. I now demand the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER, The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the bill to reform the 
| diplomatic and consular system of the United 
|| States, upon which the gentleman from Louisiana 
(Mr. Perxuys] is entitled to the floor. 





I merely rose for the purpose of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


} 
| 


I rise to a question of | 


| 
j 


| 
| 


call for the vote. | 


The gentleman the motion upon the table. 





i 
| 
| 


| 


House rejected the bill for the relief of Samuel A. 
Belden & Co, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 suggest that, as 
the friends of this bill did not expect it would 
come up for consideration to-day, it be passed 
over informally. 

[Cries of ** No!” “ No!” and * Object.”] 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. SMIT Has not the House already 
decided that question? I submit that the motion 
is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is correct, in 
the recollection of the Chair. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I made the motion to 
reconsider originally, and myself moved to lay 

The House refused 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
I then withdrew the motion to reconsider, and it 
has since been renewed by another member. 

TheSPEAKER. Then this is another motion 
to reconsider, and the motion to lay on the table 
is in order. 


Mr. EDGERTON, Upon that motion I de- 


'| mand the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 66, nays 85; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, 
Barksdale, Barry, Boeock, Bridges, Brooks, Uaskie, Chas- 
tain, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, Eddy, Edgerton, Ellison, 
Flagler, Giddings, Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, Wile 
P. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
Hillyer, Houston, Johnson, Daniel ‘I’. Jones, George W. 
Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lewis, 
Lilly, Lindsley, Macdonald, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Milier, M:lison, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Mordecai Oli- 
ver, Orr, Packer, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Re~dy, Raffin, Seward, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel 
A. Smith, George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, John J. Tay- 
lor, Tracy, Vansant, and Zollicoffer—66. 

NAYS—Messts, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Ball, Banks, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bugg, Camp- 
bell, Carnenter, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Clark, 
Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Cullom, Curtis, Thomas. Davis, 
Dick, Dunbar, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, 
Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Florence, Franklin, Goodwin, 
Grey, Hiestez, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Keitt, Kerr, 
Knox, McCulloch, McDougall, McNair, Matteson, Mayall, 
Meacham, Middleswarth, Noble, Norton, Andrew Olver, 
Parker, Peck, Peckbam, Penni » Phillips, Pratt, Pres- 
ton, Pringle, Puryear Reese, Robbins, Savins, Sapp, Sim- 
mons, William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton. Richard H. 
Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, John L. Taylor, Nathanic! G. 
Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Upham, Walker, Walley, War- 
ren, Ellibn B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Joha 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Hendrick B. 
Wright, and Yates—85. 


So the motion to reconsider was not laid upon 
the table. ; 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. iw ® 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 89, nays 65; as follows: 
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Bayly, Ball, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bristow, Bogz, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chausberlain, Chandler, 
Chase, Clark, Olingman, Cook, Corwin, Cuilom, Thomas 
Davis, Edinundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Everhart, 


journ, if we candoso. If my motion is voted 


Goodwin, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Mughes, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, | 
MeCulloch, MeDougall, Matteson, oust, en 
Middleswarth, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Andrew iver, || . . . 
Packer, Peck, pete. Pennington, John Perkins, Phil. |} Mr. HILLY ER I withdraw the motion. 
lips, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, Richardson, Mr. HAMILTON. I move to refer the bill to 
Rowe, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Simmons, William Smith, || » Committee of the Whole House. 


Wiitiam R. Smit Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- . 
ton, Hestor L. Htevens, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. || Mr.ORR. I desire to know whether anamend- 


Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Upham, Walbridge, Walker, || ment was adopted to this bill, striking out that 


upon it. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Walley, Warren, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, | feature of it which provided for payment of the | 
| duties on the tobacco, which has been the subject | 


John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Hen- 
drick B. Wright, and Vates—89. 
NAN S-—-Mosors. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Barksdale, || of controversy here? 


Barry, Bocock, Bridges, Caxkie, Cobb, Craige,Curtis,Jobn | Mr. HUNT. That amendment was agreed 
G. Davis, Dunbam, Eddy, Edgerton, Join M. eae? 1] 
Putter, Green, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Har- | 
ria, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, | proposed, but | do not know whether the House 


Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, || would allow the agreement to stand. ny rat 
George W. Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kartz, Lamb, Lewis, | the question comes very late now, and it is in 
Lilly, Lind-ley, McNair, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, the shape of argumentation. 


Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, | . “1 
Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Ready, Ruffin, Russell, Seward, 1! Mr. ORR. Well, sir, the bill is debatable, I 
believe, at this stage. 


Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, George W. Smyth, Andrew | 
Swart, John J. Taylor, Tracy, Vansant, Witte, and Zoili- || 
coffer.—65. 

So the vote by which the bill was rejected was 
reconsidered, 

The question recurred upon the passage of the || 
bill. 

Mr. HILLYER. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. LiUNT. I hope the gentleman will allow | 
the vote to be taken on the passage of the bill. | 
We have tested this matter three or four times. || 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. This bill has been | 
before the House for a long time, and we had | 
much better dispose of it at once. 

The SPEAKER, Debate on the motion to ad- || 
Journ ts not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman 
from Georgia to withdraw the motion to adjourn | 
for one moment. 

Mr. HILLYER. 1 withdraw it, sir. 

Mr. BAYLY. I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the Llouse to enable me to offer a resolution call- 
ing for some papers that the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs want, 
resolution, 

The Clerk read the resolution for information, 
as follows: | ment suggested by Mr. Orr was made to the bill. 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be re- ‘|| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
quested to cause to be communicated to this House, if not | : 
incompatible with the public interest, copies of any docu- |, Previous question. 
ments in the Navy Department relating to the case of Wal 


ter M. Gibson, which may not have heretofore been com- 
snunicated. 


} ae i “a eee amended, |) 4 fuil House when the vote is taken on this ball, | 
The SPEAKER. It will be open to amend- | ove tat the anne ev pt 
ment if there is no objection to its introduction. || th a eh. “68 i 

Mr. BAYLY. 1d have no objection to any ‘So Se ee 
oeteniianes. o the motion wasagreed to. 

Mr. KERR. I object to the resolution, until |) 
the bill pending before the Llouse is disposed of. 

TheSPEAKER. The objection comes in time. |) 

Mr. BAYLY.. Oh, | hope my friend from | 
North Carolina will withdraw the objection. 

Mr. KERR. I would do so with great pleasure 
to accommodate the gentleman, but I really think 
we had better dispose of the bill. Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Virginia || The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
will withdraw his resolution now, | have no doubt || PETITIONS. ETC 
that he will obtain permission to offer it to-mor- || . 7 
row. | The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a let- 

Mr. BAYLY. Very well, sir; I withdraw it. | tet of the Governor of Pennsylvania, inclosing a 

Mr. HILLYER. I renew the motion to ad- || resolution of the Legislature of that State, in favor 
journ. | of an expedition to rescue Dr. Kane and the crew 
Mr. SEWARD. I demand the yeas and nays of the Advance. 
upon that motion. _ Mr. BRODHEAD said that the Senate had 

Me, STANTON, of Tennessee. The objectof || already antici; ated the wishes of the Governor and 
the gentiemen who favor an adjournment now is, || Legislature of Pennsylvania, and carried out their 
as Lunderstand, to get a vote upon this bill when |, desires. 
the House is full. Now, if they will allow the | The letter'and resolution were therefore ordered 
previous question to be called on the bill, I, for || % lie on the table. 
one, have no objection to a postponement of the | Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of Al- 
vote. | fred G. Benson, praying indemnification for losses | 


inserted by unanimous consent. 
change that the bill has undergone. 

Mr. HUNT. I have no objection to accept the 
amendment which the gentleman suggests, if that 
| will satisfy him, and to strike out the word ‘* to- 

bacco.’’ I meet the gentleman fairly. If that 
was his objection tothe bill, it isremoved. Strike 
out the word,‘‘tobacco,’’ and leave it ‘* merchan- 
dise,’’ as he proposed in the first instance. 
Mr. ORR. It would be better to make it read 
| ** merchandise, except tobacco.’? That amend- 
ment would exclude tobacco. 


I move that the House do 


please which conveys your meaning. 


| that the bill be amended as suggested by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina? 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

Mr. HUNT. The tobacco is an inconsiderable 
item, anyhow. 
| Mr.ORR. I hope the gentleman from Georgia 
pei ee | will withdraw his objection. 
There.can be no objection to the || Mr. SEWARD. I will withdraw it for the 
gratification of the gentleman. 





the main question was ordered to be put. 


o'clock, p. m., the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 1, 1855. 





| 'THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Y EAS—Mesars. Sonia David J. Bailey, eta H. | opponents of the bill that the House should ad- | 
down, | will go very cheerfully for the motion of || 


the gentleman from Iodiana; but I insist on the | 
Farley, Fenwon, Florence, Franklin, Giddings, Goodrich, || motion to adjourn, and ask for the yeas and nays | 


to by the friends of the bill at the time it was | 


Atany rate, | 


The SPEAKER. The word ‘illegal’? was || 
That is theonly | C 


Mr. HUNT. Very well; anything that you | 
TheSPEAKER. Isit the pleasureof the House | 


No further objection being offered, the amend- || 
I demand the | 
The previous question received a second; and || 


Mr. CRAIGE. As 1 desire that there shall be || 


And thereupon, at twenty minutes to four | 











_ February j, 


and duty to the slave; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, the petition of Edwin B. Marvin and 
others, praying certain amendmeats to the boun: 
land act; which was ordered to lie on the table. y 
_ Mr. STUART presented the memorial of Ry. 
| ward Ee ES the reimbursement of ey. 
| penses incurred by him as agent of the Americay 
| contributors to the Industrial Exhibition in Lop. 
don in the year 1851; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GEYER presented the petition of Willian 
M. F. Magraw, contractor for carrying the majj 
from Independence, Missouri, to Salt Lake City 
in the Territory of Utah, praying an increase 9; 
| compensation in consideration of his losses and 
| expenses in consequence of Indian hostilities along 
| the route; which was referred to the Committee op 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 
|| Mr. FISH presented the memorial of the heirs 
'||of Edward Rogers, praying the reimbursement 
| of money advanced by their ancestor for the pub. 
|| lic use during the revolutionary war; which was 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
laims. 





| REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES, 


| Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 
|, merce, to whom was referred the bill from the 
| House of Representatives for the relief of Ferdi. 
| nand Clark, reported it back without amend. 
|| Ment. 
| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
|| was referred the petition of Christian F. Funch, 
| and Andrew J. Meineke, praying that a register 
/may be issued for the ship Aina, formerly of 
Russia, and purchased by them, reported a bill 
authorizing the issue of a register to the Russian- 
built ship Aina; which was read, and passed to 
| a second reading. 
| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the petition of John Thomas, the pe- 
| tition of George Gerrish, and others, and the peti- 
tion of C. L. Ingersoll, and others, boat-builders, 
| of New York, praying the action of Congress to 
| compel the use of Thomas’s safety cars on pas- 
| senger vessels, asked to be discharged from their 
further consideration, which was agreed to. 

He also, from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution for the establishment of an express 
mail weekly between St. Louis, Missouri, and 
San Francisco, California, reported it back with 
sundry amendments. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
| to whom was recommitted a joint resolution rela- 
| tive to the administration of the pension laws, 
| reported it back with an amendment. He also 
submitted a report on the subject; which was 
ordered to be printed, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was recommitted a bill for the relief of Parmelia 
Slavin, late the wife of John Blue, deceased, re- 
ported it back without amendment. He also sub- 
mitted a report on the bill; which was ordered to 
| be printed. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
bill from the House of Representatives to author- 
ize the extension, construction, and use, of the 
Metropolitan Railroad Company, into and within 
the District of Columbia, reported it back without 
|| amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of officers of volunteer 
companies in the District of Columbia, respecting 
the erection of an armory in the District of Co- 
lumbia, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the memorial of the Metropolitan Mechan- 
ics’ Institate of Washington city, praying for an 
act of incorporation, reported a bill “ incorporating 
the Metropolitan Mechanics’ Institute for the 











Mr. HENDRICKS. Before the gentleman de- || sustained on account of the non-fulfillment, by the | 
mands the previous question, | move to refer the | PeravianeGovernment, of the agreement entered 
bill to a Committée of the Whole House. | into with the United States, relative to guano on 

The SPRAKER. That motion cannot be en- || the Lobos fslands; which was referred to the Com- 
tertamed, for there 18 a motion pending that the | mittee.on Claims. 

House do now am. Also, the petition of the Hon. Harvey Baldwin, 

Mr. HENDRICKS. TI hope that motion will | of Syracuse, New York, in favor of the abolition of | 

| slavery, and proposing a plan, which, he says, is 


be withdrawn. 
It would be better for the || consistent alike with the rights of the slaveholder 


Mr. HiLLYER. 


| promotion of manufactures, commerce, and the 
mechanic arts;’’ which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. ; 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred a petition of citizens of the District of 
Columbia, praying Congress to incorporate the 
Columbia Wood Gas Company, reported a bill to 





effect that object; which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 


1855 
Mr. J 
Pension 
House 
Davis, ' 
Mr. 
jutionat 
the reli 
son, re] 
also su 
ordered 
He : 
was rel 
tives of 
be allo’ 
accom} 
read, al 
was or 
Mr. 
trencht 
Willia 
Yards 
of sala 
consid 
mittee 
He 
was re 
ing tc 
advers 
from | 
to. 
Mr 
to wh 
tenan 
back 
repor 
ie 
refert 
and 0 
comp 
clerk 
subm 
relief 
whic 
The 
M 
Clair 
Jam‘ 
losse 
ure 
tie ke 
unde 
repo 
was 
repo 
H 
was 
rem’ 
duri 
com 
and 
ord 


the 
Ithi 
atm 
pra 
atn 
to : 

I 
ing 








1855. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Lot 
Davis, reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to whom was referred a bill for 
the relief of the heirs of Colonel William Gray- 
gon, reported it back with an amendment. He 
also submitted a ee on the bill; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He prety ts the Foy ae to whom 
was referred the petition of the legal representa- | 
tives of Richard K. Meade deceased, praying to 
be allowed commutation pay, submitted a report | 
accompanied by a bill for their relief; which was 


read, and passed toa second reading. The report | 


was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Re- 
trenchment, to whom was referred the petition of 
William G. Ridgely, chief clerk to the Bureau of 
Yards and Docks, praying to be allowed arrears 
of salary, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John Eleneage, pray- 
ing to be allowed extra compensation, reported 
adversely thereon, and asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, | 
to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Lieu- | 
tenant Colonel Edward R. S. Canby, reported it 
back without amendment. He also submitted a 
reporton the bill; which was ordered to be printed. 

Healso, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of H. R. Rooker, for herself | 
and other children of Jabez B. Rooker, praying 
compensation for the services of her father as 
clerk to the Commissioner of Public Buildings, | 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the | 
relief of the heirs of Jabez B. Rooker, deceased; | 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. | 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRAINERD, from the Committee on | 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
James S. V. Thompson, praying indemnity for 
losses sustained by him on a certain lot of flour | 
purchased at a Government sale, and on beef cat- | 
tle lost on their way for delivery at Bent’s Fort, 
under contract with the Government, submitted a | 
report, accompanied by a bill, for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The | 
report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Joseph Leranger, for | 
remuneration for property destroyed by the enemy 
during the war of 1812, submitted a report, ac- | 
companied by a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. The report was | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the select committee on | 

the subject, to whom was referred the petition of | 
Ithiel S. Richardson, upon the subject of an 
atmospheric telegraph, reported a bill to test the 
practicability and usefulness of I. S. Richardson’s | 
atmospheric telegraph; which was read, and passed | 
to a second reading. 
_ Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- | 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print the | 
memorial of Aaron Haight Palmer, praying com- 
pensation for services in collecting valuable inform- 
ation and statistics in relation to the geography, | 
productive resources, trade, commerce, &c., of the | 
independent Oriental nations, reported in favor of | 
printing the same; which was agreed to. 

He, also, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred a bill for the relief of 
Thomas T. Russell, of Florida, submitted an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom were referred sundry petitions of 
registers of land offices and receivers of public 
moneys, in various parts of the Union, praying 
to be allowed the same per centum on the sales of 
the public lands as was allowed previous to the 
act of August 4, 1854, asked to be discharged 
from their further consideration, on the ground 
that a general law had been passed for their relief. | 

he committee were accordingly discharged. 


MRS. ANNA W. ANGUS. 


7 ane ii i “ > 7 ere —y 
the House for the relief of Mrs. Anna W. Angus, | 
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An act for the relief of Frederick Vincent, ad- 





widow of thelate Captain Angus, of the United | ministraior of James Le Caze, survivor of Le 
States Navy, was recommitted to the Committee || Caze and Mallet; and 


| on Pensions. 
GUNNERY PRACTICE. 
Mr. MALLORY submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered, by unanimous con- 

sent, and agreed to: , 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 

instructed to inquire into whe expediency of an ia- 

tion _to-be expended under the direction of the Socieesy 

of War, by a board of officers, in gunnery practice, and the 

preparation and use of shot, shell, and other projectiles. 

DRY DOCK AT PENSACOLA. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered, by unanimous con- 


|| sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to || as in Committee of the Whole, to the consider- 


communicate to the Senate, the results of the recent test of 
the dock, railway, and basin at the Pensacola navy-yard; 


accepted by the Government. 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled joint resolutions; which were 
thereupon signed by the President pro tempore: 


tion commanded b 
K. Kane; and 
A joint resolution relative to the construction of 





sation to the clerks in the Census Bureau. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolutions; which were 
read twice by their titles, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories: 


Oregon Territory; 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of War to pur- 
chase a site in Texas, and contract for the erection 
of arsenals in Texas and New Mexico, and in the 
Territory of Washington or Oregon; 

A bill making an appropriation for completing 
the public buildings of Oregon and Minnesota 
Territories; 

A bill making appro 
tain military roads in t 





e Territory of Minnesota; 


A bill to provide for the erection of public build- || 
|| ings in the 


erritory of Nebraska; 


| and also whether the dock, railway, and basin have been 


| 





i 


A joint resolution respecting the Arctic expedi- | 


the laws for the allowance of additional compen- || 


| 


| An act to authorize the issue of a register to 
| the barque Colonist, by the name of Lily. 

| CHANGE OF NAME OF VESSELS. 

| Mr.SEWARD. I am instructed by the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce, to Whom was referred the 
| bill from the House of Representatives, “* to chan 

| the name of the American-built vessels J. H. 
| Holmes and Franklin Pierce,’’ to report it back 
|to the Senate without amendment, and recom- 
| mend its passage. 

| Mr. WADE. I ask that that bill may be con- 
sidered now. .I presume there can be no objec- 
| tion to it. 

| There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 


ation of the bill. 

Mr. CASS. tf wish to suggest to the Commit- 
| tee on Commerce, whether it would not be a great 
| deal better to provide a general law on this sub- 
| ject. It seems to me to be more of the adminis- 
trative duty than anything else; and | would, 








|| therefore, suggest the propriety of a general law 


| giving the proper department power to make these 
changes. 

Mr. SEWARD. I will reply to the honorable 
| Senator, that the Committee on Commerce have 


y Passed Assistant Surgeon E. || such a bill, together with a general bill revising 


the revenue laws, under consideration; but these 
| are special cases requiring immediate action. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 


||} amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


| 


| third time, and passed. 
JAMES HODGES GAYLE. 


Mr. FOOT. The Committee on Public Lands 
| have, nenerding to order, had under consideration 
| the petition of James. Hodges Gayle, of Mary- 


| land, and directed me to report a bill for hia relief, 


A bill for the construction of a military road in | 


| 
| 
| 


eens for improving cer- | 


A bill to provide for the erection of public build- | 


ings in the Territory of Kansas; 


A bill for the construction of certain military | 


roads in the Territory of Kansas; 


A bill making an appropriation for a territorial || 
|| road in the Territory of Nebraska; and 


A joint resolution authorizing the Legislative 
Assembly of Utah to continue their session for a 
term not exceeding sixty days, instead of forty 
| days, as heretofore provided. 
| Also, that the House had passed the bill of the 
| Senate authorizing the construction of a subter- 
ranean line of telegraph, from the Mississippi or 
‘the Missouri river to the Pacific ocean, with 
| amendments; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

Also, that it had passed the following bills, 
which were read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands: 

A bill regulating the location of bounty land 
warrants in Oregon Territory; 

A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the Territory of Oregon; and 





' 
| 
1852, entitled “‘an act to reduce and define the 
| 


boundaries of the military reserve at St. Peter’s 
‘ river, in the Territory of Minnesota, and for other 


Pree 

! he .nessage also announced that the House 
| had passed Senate bill making appropriations for 
| the construction of certain roads in the Territories 
| of Nebraska and Washington, without amend- 
| ment. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


'| A message was received from the President of | 
| the United States, by Mr. Wenster, his secre- | 
_ tary, announcing that he had, on Jan 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of Lowa, the bill of | 


uary 3lst, 


| approved and signed the following bills 


A bill to amend an act approved August 26, | 


|| petitioner. 


The bill was read a first time, and ordered wo a 
second reading. 

Mr. FOOT. I ask for the consideration of the 
bill at this time, and I will state the case. The 
bill grants three hundred and twenty acres of land 
to James Hodges Gayle, brother of William 
Gayle, who served in the war of 1812, and was 
entitled, by the act of December 10, 1814, to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, but dred with- 
| out having received it. Leaving no widow or 
| children, his father inberited the right to that prop- 
| erty; but he, however, died without having per- 
fected his claim, and made a will devising it to the 
The committee are unanimous in rec- 
ommending the passage of the bill. 

The bill was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. No amendment 
| being proposed, it was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read a third time and passed. 


MILWAUKIE CUSTOM-HOUSE. 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. I ask the indul- 





|| gence of the Senate to take up for consideration at 


| this time, a bill which has been reported from the 
| Committee on Commerce, ‘‘ changing the appro- 
| priation for the erection of a building, in the city 
of Milwaukie, for a custom-house, post office, and 
| the United States courts.’’ It is.a small matter, 
| about which there can be no dispute, and which 
‘| can lead to no discussion. Its object is to makea 
| small appropriation for the completion of the cus- 
| tom-house at Milwaukie. There is, among the 
papers, a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
approving of the measure. I move that the Sen- 
ate now take it up. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It proposes that, in lieu of the 
provision in an act approved August 4, 1854, for 
the erection of the building therein described, in 
| the city of Milwaukie, the Secretary of the Treas- 
'| ury cause to be constructed at that city, for the 
| accommodation of the custom-house, post office, 
|| and United States courts, a building of stone or 
'| brick, with fire-proof floors, with iron doors, and 
iron roof and shutters, eighty-five by sixty feet, 

The cost of the building is to be not more than 
|| $88,000, which sum, with an addition of ten per 
| cent for the cost of the superintendence of erec- 
tion and contingent expenses, the bill proposes te 
|| appropriate. ; 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
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amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read « third time, and passed. 
FAYETTEVILLE ARSENAL. 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, the chairman 


of the Committee on Military Affairs, reported to || 


the Senate a few dayw ago, a joint resolution 
‘‘authorizing the Secretary of War to sell a 
portion of the site of the arsenal, at Fayetteville, | 
orth Carolina, and to purchase other land with | 
the proceeds of eaid sale.’’ 1 ask the Senatenow | 
to take up and dispose of that joint resolution. 
think a h 
Senate that it vught to pass immediately. Its 
object is to enable the Secretary of War to sell a 
portion of the site of the arsenal, which is not 
needed by the Government, and to apply the. 
money to the purchase of a small portion of land | 
adjoining the site of the arsenal, which is highly | 
important for various reasons set forth in the | 
Executive communication, which 1. submitted 
with the joint resolution when J introduced it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I hope my friend from | 
North Carolina will not press that matter at this | 
moment. 

Mr. BADGER. I certainly shall. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Falaesten gave notice to 
the Senate that I should, to-day, call up the French 
spoliation bill for acuion; but I have given way to 
several gentlemen who have wished to bring for- 
ward subjects before the Senate in the same way 
that my triend from North Carolina desires to 

ress his bill. If I yield to him now, others will 
he brought forward, and I shall have no oppor- | 
tunity of getting a vote of the Senate upon the 
measure of great importance to which I have 
alluded. 1 hope, therefore, we shal! now he per- 
mitted to take up and dispose of the French spo- 
liation bill. 

Mr, SHIELDS. It will not take a minute to 
pass the joint resolution of the Senator from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Bancer’s motion was agreed to, and the 
Senate accordingly proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to consider the joint resolution. Its 
object is fully expressed in its title. 

Che joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read a third time and passed. 


CALIFORNIA LAND DISTRICTS. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. ‘I am instructed by the 
Committee on Public Lands, to whom the subject 
was referred, to report a bill ‘* to create an addi- 


| 
} 


tional land district in the State of California.” || 


As this district is so much needed there for the 
convenience of settlers in the northern part of that 
State, and the bill is a very short one, I ask that | 
it may now be put upon its passage. It will con- | 
sume no ume. 


There being no objection, the bill was read || 


twice, and considered by the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to form into a 
new land district, to be called the Humboldt dis- 
trict, so much of the public lands in the State of 
California as lie within the counties of Humboldt, 
Trinity, Klamath, and Siskiyou, for the sale of 
the public lands inthat district. The land office is 
to be established at such place within the district 
as the President may direct. He is to appoint, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
a register and receiver for the district, who are to | 
reside at the place where the land office may be | 
located, and to receive the same compensation as | 
other land officers in California. The bill further 
roposes to authorize the President to cause the | 
ands within this district to be sold, with the 
exception of those reserved by competent authority 
for school, military, or other purposes, in the 
same manner, and on the same terms and condi- 
tions, as the other public lands of the United 
States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Lnow move that the Senate | 
proceed to the consideration of House bill to pro- | 
vide for the ascertainment and satisfaction of the | 
claims of American citizens for spoliations com- | 
mitted by the French prior to the 31st of July, | 
ist], in pursuance of the notice | - yesterday. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Delaware that, ifhe will let us go on and finish the 
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Army bill to-day, there will be no objection to his 
| taking that up to-morrow, and if the Army billis 
|| not finished to-day, I shall not be in his way to- 
|| morrow. I shall make no proposition then to 
take it up if he will give us to-day to finish it. 
Mr. CLAYTON. I haveto say in reply tomy 
|| friend from Virginia, that! have made the motion 
| Im pursuance of a notice I gave yesterday. I 
| hope the French spoliation bill will be taken up to- 
| day and finally disposed of. It has been before 
| Congress for more than fifty years. If it is ever 


Peete cose an will cena a | to be acted upon, it should be acted on in time to 
ail minute 8 : | 


| give the Executive full opportunity to examine it. 
| Now, I say to my friend from Virginia, if he will 
| suffer usto take up the bill, I will pledge myself, 
| 80 far as 1 am concerned, to stand by him in the 
consideration of his Army bill from the time this 
| bill is disposed of until we have fully considered 
that. 

Mr. PETTITT. We do not want to debate the 
French spoliation bill. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I ask for a vote on it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD._ There is another great 
| measure before the Senate, which should be con- 
sidered before we take up the bill alluded to by the 
Senator from Delaware. I hope he will not press 
it in advance of the bounty land bill. We tooka 
| vote the other day as to whether we should pro- 
| ceed with the Army appropriation bill or the bounty 
| land bill; and the Senate, by a majority of one, 
gave the preference to the Army appropriation bill, 
Under such circumstances, [ object to any busi- 
ness, except the Army appropriation bill, being 
talen up prior to the bonnty land bill. The meas- 
ure which the Senator from Delaware proposes to 
call up has already passed the House of Represent- 
atives, and we know that it will pass the Senate. 
The bounty land bill, of which he is also in favor, 
has not passed the Flouse of Representatives. | 
| think we are prepared to vote on that, and if it 
| were not for the decision of the Senate the other 

day in favor of proceeding with the Army appro- 

priation bill, | should press it even in opposition 
| to that. “We have had it before us for a month, 
and can soon dispose of it; and 1,therefore, object 
to any other business, unless the Army appropri- 
ation bill, having precedence over it. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not wish to interfere 
with any question between the Senator from Del- 
aware and the Senator from Virginia; but to-mor- 
row will be Friday, and I give notice that I shall 
insist on the enforcement of the rule which re- 
guises that private bills shall be considered on that 
|day. There area large number of private bills 
| which are pending, which should be disposed of 
atonce. Many justclaims should be passed upon 
immediately. 

Mr. BROWN called for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Crayron’s motion; and they were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. This bill is to provide for pri- 
| vate claims, which are alleged to be due from this 
| Government, to a large amount. The bill which 
it is proposed to supersede is a measure to pro- 
tect the frontier from Indian depredations. It has 
been debated, from day to day, fora long time, and 
it is now proposed, as [ understand, to give pri- 
vate claims the preference over it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The Senator says one has 
been debated from day to day. The other has 
been debated for fifty years. Which, then, is en- 
titled to the preference? 

Mr. BAYARD. [shall vote for the motion to 
take up the French spoliation bill for this reason: 
It passed the Senate at an early stage of the last 
session without opposition or debate, because the 
subject had been so thoroughly discussed that it 
was threadbare, as far as argument was con- 
cerned. On this account, I presume, the bill can 
occupy very little time now. The bill which the 
House have sent to us is the same bill which we 
passed, with unquestioned improvements in its 
structure. I cannot conceive that, when gentle- 
men allowed the bill to pass to the House of 
Representatives without debate, and the same bill 
comes back slightly amended, they intend now to 
treat itas a new measure. As I suppose it can 
be disposed of without much delay, | shall vote 
in favor of taking it up. 

Mr. RUSK. [ am well satisfied that there is a 
large majority of the Senate in favor of the pas- 
sage of the bill which the Senator from Delaware 
proposes to take up; and I have no idea that it is 
the intention of any of those who oppose it, or 
who feel themselves compelled to vote against it, 
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| to attempt to defeat it by the consumption of time 
| I shall vote against that bill, as I have done here. 
| tofore; but I feel confident that there is a mejorit 
| of the Senate in its favor, and I shall not attempt 
| to destroy it by consuming thetime of the Senate 
| The action of the Senate upon the bill whenever 
| we come to a vote, will be final, for I apprehend 
there will be no amendments. [ have not had 
time to read the bill, but I presume the Senate 
will not adopt any amendments to it. 
Then, while this bill is in that condition, there is 
another measure before us in a very different situa. 
tion. If a final vote upon the measure to which 
I now allude settled the question, it would bea 
| different thing, and I should not object to delaying 
it. But itis difficult to tell when we shall get » 
vote on the proposition which is pending as ay 
amendment to the Army appropriation bill. We. 
have had that measure discussed for days. How 
much longer it will. be discussed is uncertain, 
| After we settle it here, it has to go to the House 
of Representatives, to be debated there. Sir, the 
people upon the frontier, and on the emigrant 
routes, and the people in the State which I repre. 
sent, are now suffering for the want of action by 
Congress for their protection, The measure which 
_ is designed to give it to them has yet to go through 
the ordeal of both Houses of Congress. ..| there- 
| fore can see no necessity for laying it aside, when 
it isthe a peed business before the Senate, for the 
pernere of taking up a bill which nobody appre- 

ends will fail, and a bill the vote on which, | 
opprehind. will be final, 

r. WELLER. I‘am in favor of the bill 
which the Senator from Delaware ncw proposes 
to take up, but I shall be compelled tc vote against 
taking it up at this time. The President of the 
United States has informed us that there is an 
immediate, a pressing necessity for the organiza- 
tion of additional troops, in order to quell the 
disturbances amongst the Indians on our frontier. 
Now, every one knows that, in whatever form that 
measure may finally pass, it undoubtedly will 
require the consumption of a good deal of time 
before those troops can be organized so as to make 
them effective. Therefore, I am anxious to have it 
disposed of in the shortest possible time, in order 
that these troops may be raised and placed on the 
frontier as soon as possible, so as to give protection 
to the emigrants passing over the land route to the 
Pacific. I shall, for the reason I have thus as- 
signed, be compelled to vote against the motion 
of the Senator from Delaware. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays; and 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 29, as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Alien, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Brainerd, 
Clayton, Dawson, Dixon, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, 
Gillette, Houston, James, Morton, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, 
Rockwell, Seward, Shields, Sumner,’ Thompson of Ken- 
tucky, Thomson of New Jersey, and Wade—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
lowa, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, Jolin- 
son, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, 











Reid, Rusk, Sebastian Slidell, Stuart, Toucey, Weller, 
Wells, and Wright—29. 

So the motion of Mr. Carron was not agreed 
to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill of the House 
of Representatives, making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending the 3(in 
of June, 1856. An amendment was offered by 
Mr. Sutetps, on behalf of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to authorize the President to call 
for, and accept, the services of four regiments of 
mounted volunteers, for the purpose of maintain- 
ing peace on the Indian frontiers of the United 
States, chastising Indians who might commit out- 
rages, and protecting the routes of emigration to 
California and Oregon. Mr. Hunter, as a sub- 
stitute for this amendment, submitted a proposi- 
tion to increase the regular Army by the addition 
of two regiments of cavalry, and to authorize the 
President to accept the services of five hundred 
mounted volunteers as rangers, guides, and scouts. 
Mr. Suietps moved to amend this amendment, so 
as to provide for an addition to the regular Army 
of two regiments of cavalry, and two of infantry. 
The pending question is on this amendment to 
Mr. Hunrer's substitute for the original amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Before the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, who is entitled to the floor, pro- 
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ceeds to address the Senate, | wish to remind the 
body that my amendment contemplates the raising 
of four regular regiments, and the amendment of 
-he ponorable Senator from Virginia contemplates 
raising a mixed force of two regiments of regulars 
and five hundred volunteers. I learn that the 
four regiments of regulars can be raised for nearly 
the same amount of money that the force proposed 
by the honorable Senator from Virginia, can be 
raised for; and, in my opinion, his five hundred 
yolunteers would just be enough to provoke and 
excite war, but not enough to carry it on. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to ask the Senator a 
question. 1 want to know whether this volunteer 
force has not been recommended from the War 
Department as a force that can be more speedily 
raised and used than a regular force? 

Mr. SHIELDS. The War Department rec- 
ommended the raising of three thousand volun- 
teers, to operate until four regiments of regulars 
could be raised; but at seems that the Senate is 
disposed to abandon the three thousand volunteers 
and confine itself to raising four regiments; and, 
if the four regiments be voted, | shall abandon the 
proposition for raising the three thousand volun- 
teers, because I have learned, in intercourse with 
the Department, that this is a favorable time for 
recruiting the regiments, and that we can raise 
them nearly as os as we can volunteers. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the gentleman is mis- 
taken in supposing that the Department think they 
can raise them as rapidly as volunteers. I cer- 
tainly did not so understand them. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
but | say two regiments of cavalry can be raised, 
perhaps, nearly as speedily as volunteers. 

Mr. HUNTER. My understanding was, that 
it would take the whole summer to raise regulars, 


while the volunteers could be in the field in the. 


spring, when they were wanted. 
Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I join in the regret 


which has already been expressed, that this im- 
portait measure is brought before us in one of 
the annual appropriation bills. Such a mode of 


introducing great measures to the notice of the 
Senate ought not to be tolerated. It breaks down 


one of the safest barriers we can interpose against | 


hasty and improper legislation. There are many 


of us, probably all of us, in fact, prepared to vote || 


for the necessary appropriations warranted by 


law; but who are compelled by this practice, || 


under many circumstances, either to vote against 
the necessary appropriations to carry on the Gov- 
ernment, or to support measures to which we are 
opposed. 


adding one third to its force—and we find it, not in 
its proper place, a bill for that purpose, but in an 
annual appropriation bill. For myself, under 
ordinary circumstances, that would be sufficient 


to induce meto vote against the proposition. I || 
regret that the Senator from Virginia, thechairman | 


of the Committee on Finance, who has contended 


sented that this interpolation should take place; 
but as he has done so, I shall make no further | 
opposition, but content myself with this expres- | 
siou of my views. | 
Sir, | heard, with much pleasure, the avowal | 
made by the Senator from Georgia,[Mr. Dawson,] 
and the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr Jones,] of 
their position with regard to this demand of the 
Executive for an increased force. But while I | 
was gratified, 1 was not surprised; for their course | 
is precisely what any man who knew them would | 
have anticipated—an honorable and patriotic one. | 
They are willing to vote for an increase of force, | 
when necessary, although that increase is de- | 
manded by an Administration to which they are | 
politically opposed. I must confess, however, that | 
I cannot speak with the same gratification of the | 
views which those gentlemen presented in relation | 
to their political opponents upon this floor. I do 
not understand party fealty as owt seem to do— 
a fealty to party that outweighs the fealty to the | 
Constitution. We are divided upon great points | 





I did not say ‘‘as rapidly;’’ || 


Here, sir, is presented to us a most | 
important measure, and one deeply interesting || 
to the American people, about which they have | 
always been jealous—the increase of their Army, | 


|| as successful hunters. 
ably and faithfully against this practice, but re- | 
cently known in our legislative history, has con- || 
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| tages of party divisions into agreat abuse by thus 
|| carrying them into every subject involving the in- 
|| terest of thecountry. L believe | am a pretty good 
| party man, but I will bind myself in no such iron 
| Shackles. 
| measures of an Administration, be it friend or foe, 
|| and to support such as I approve, and no other. 

| ‘The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] well 
| observed, in reference to this point, that, if such 
] is our duty, as contended for, we are merely to 
|| register the edicts of the President. He is right; 
‘| and I subscribe to no such doctrine. It is no part 
|| of the doctrine of the Democratic creed, nor did | 
| ever understand it to be a portion of the creed of 
|| the Whig party. The Senator from Tennessee, 
and the Senator from Georgia, do not themselves 


|| consider this to be a party measure. That is evi- || 


|| dent; for if they, lid, the very act of advocating it 
|| would be to abandon their friends and join their 
|, Opponents. And if it be not a test for them, how 
|| can it be for us, unless we are prepared for mere 
| slavish obedience? ° 
|| made by the Administration for the increase of 
|| the military force. Lam prepared to look at it; 


|| and, after looking at it, I shall be prepared to vote | 


|| all the force which I consider the exigency of the 
| country demands. No more can be justly re- 
|| quired of me; and if more is asked, | shall not 
|| yield to the demand. 

|| _ Mr. President, the Senator from Alabama [Mr. 
'| Firzparrick] renewed the question of the pro- 
| priety of employing an Indian force to aid our 
|| troops. I do not intend to go over that subject 
| again; for | have already discussed it. I have 
very great respect for that honorable Senator; but 


let me ask him whether he supposes that, if we | 


embody five hundred Indians as guides and hunt- 
ers—for to such employments does he wish to 
confine them—to atiend upon the operations of 
|| our Army,any human power can keep them from 
| blood? No, sir; you can keep them within no 
such peaceful limits. It is impossible. They 
| would scent the blood upon the gale, and would 
|| redden their hands with it, Restrictthemas you 
|| may, the proposition is, in effect, and so the result 
|| would prove, a proposition to them to fight our 
battles; and, for myself,I desire no such auxilia- 
ries, nor, as I believe, do the American people. I 
do not dispute that this has been our practice, and, 
|| unfortunately, too often, and the Secretary of War 
had full justification in the former practice of the 


|| it is abandoned the better. It is opposed to the 


spirit of the age and to the feelings of the Ameri- 





terminate it. 1 do not recollect precisely, but I 
think that, within many years—twenty years, or 
| perhaps more—such a proposition has not been 
| submitted to the American Congress, nor been 
stamped by its approbation. 

| Under any circumstances I do not believe in its 
necessity. { doubt not that Indians might be 
found who would be useful as skillful guides and 
I have seen and have acted 
But after all, there is a class of active 
and enterprising men upon our frontiers, the 


with such. 


| 
|| pioneers of civilization, who are far better fitted 


than any Indians to accompany our troops as 
scouts, spies, guides,and hunters. They possess 
more intelligence than the Indians, they are more 
| subject to control, physically more powerful, and 
as well acquainted with all the cireumstances of 
| prairie and of forest life as any red man who 
| makes his dwelling there. 
| the types of this class, and Leather Stocking and 
his associates, in the romance of Indian story, as 
depicted by Cooper, are happy illustrations of the 
intrepid. men we need and can find. They are 
our best pilots amid woods and plains. Their 
courage is undoubted, and their fidelity unshaken. 
Wayne, in hissuccessful campaign,employed men 
of this description, and with the happiest success. 
I knew some of them personally, and especially 
Captain Wells, who had been taken prisoner, in 
early. life, in Kentucky, and had escaped from the 
Indians. He was the very beau ideal of a fearless 





i but co disguised ag to ap 


I choose to examine for myself all the | 


Here is a serious proposition || 


|| Governmentfor the demand he made; but, in my | 
|| Opinion, the practice is a bad one, and the sooner | 


can people, and | think this is a favorable time to | 


Daniel Boone, and || 
Simon Kenton, and Kit Carson, present in real life | 


dil 
| Ou : . r the member of a 
friendly tribe, which, in the pages of romance 
even, would appear like the wild dreams of the 
imagination. hen Chicago was threatened in 
1812, he was sent to conduct the garrison to Fort 
| Wayne. Hesaw upon his arrival that the Indians 
were determined upon war,and as the troops 
marched out of the fort, he blackened his face with 
a piece of coal—the Indian signal of a desperate 
situation and a desperate resolution—and met his 
denth after a powerful resistance. 

Mr. President, a great deal has been said of the 
conduct of the Indians towards the United States. 
I shall not go over that matter, for! do not think 
it necessary. I agree with the Senator from Ten- 
nessee and others who have spoken, that the In- 
dians have committed great cruelties. There is no 
| doubt of the fact. Itis marked in characters of 

blood upon too many pages of our history, as it 

has been marked by the most terrible devastations 
/on our frontiers. Such scenes can never be de- 
scribed better than they were by Fisher Ames, in 
| the House of Representatives fifty years ago, in a 
speech on the appropriation for the British treaty, 
one of the most memorable bursts of eloquence to 
be found in our congressional history. | am told 
that it produced the most profound impression 








| upon his auditory, startling them as though they 


had heard the Indian war-whoop and had seen the 
midnight conflagration lighting up the hemisphere, 
_ and consuming at once the frontier dwellings and 
the mutilated bodies of the unhappy tenants, men, 
women,and children. Thereis no doubt that out- 
rages, which heart ean bardly conceive or pen 
describe, have been many times committed. 

Lagree with my friend from lowa,|Mr. Doper,]} 
,in hie allusion to these incidents, which have 
| marked the progress of our settlements. He has 
| depicted very truly the condition of the settlers, 
| and he has truly narrated some of the assaults 
| made upon them by the Indians. But, sir, | do 
| not go with him the full length to which he has 
|gone. Weall know his warm and impassioned 
| feelings, and his noble heart. He has seen the 
| injuries the Indians have done to the men around 
| him; he has seen the cruelties inflicted on his 
| constituents, and those with whom he has been 
_asseciated since early life. He has felt them 
| strongly, and described them strongly. But, like 
| other conditions of human life, there are two sides 
| to the picture. The indians are not alwags 
wrong, hor the whites always right. 

So tar as regards the conduct of the American 
Government towards this unfortunate race, | think 
| itis historically irreproachabie. Look at the con- 
| duct of all the European Governments from the 
| moment their people landed on the shores of this 
| continent down to the present day. There is not 

one of them which, in proper and just care of the 


| Indians, has equalled the American Government. 


| Many years ago I had occasion to examine this 
| subject thoroughly, and the views which | pre- 
| sented to the public through the pages of the North 
| American Review, on that occasion, are in a book 


1 before me, but I shall not trouble the Senate with 


| reading them. Let me mention one fundamental 
| difference. The other Governments which have 
| been placed in contact with the Indians, when they 
wanted their land, took it; they adopted the politi- 

| cal ethics of Juvenal—Hoc volo, sic jubeo, sit pro 
ratione voluntas. When they coveted a tract of 

‘| Indian territory they summoned the Indians and 
said, ** your Great Father over the water wants 
| this,’’ and they took it. Perhaps they might give 
them some wampum, and a little powder, or other 
trifling presents, but they gave them nothing as a 
| matter of right, and made no provision for the 
| future. What have we done? We never took a 
foot of land from them without paying for it, and 
in some cases-we have paid a pretty dear price. 
We have granted them permanent annvities. We 

| have sent and maintained missionaries, school- 
masters, and teachers of mechanical aris among 
_them. We have placed them upon reservations, 
/and endeavored to induce them to apply them- 
| selves to the cultivation of the soil. We have 
‘| done everything that could be suggested, to rescue 
|| them from that impending destruction which seems 


forest ranger, brave, indefatigable, skillful; in all || to await them. | repeat, from the first moment of 
| the intercourse of the Americans with the Indians 
|| down to this day, I do not know of a single deed 
|| on our part for whick our Government can be 
|| justly reproached as wanting in good faith. 1 
| regret we cannot say as much for the conduct of 


of doctrine and policy, which have separated the | the knowledge of wood craft he was superior to 
parties of this country since the organization of | any one! have ever known, red or white. He 
the Government; and when these are brouglit into || performed deeds of desperate daring, entering the 
question, a faithful partisan will come to the res- || villages and lodges of the hostile Indians, seeking 
cue. But certainly it is to convert the advan- |! for infermation, and mingling in their councils, 
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individuals. No man in this assembly, no man 
in the Union, will deny that our eiuzens have com- 
mitted grievous injuries upon the Indians, some- 
tines originating in feehngs of retaliation, and 
sounetiines in far less justifiable motives. All this 
is well known to our country and to the world. 
Mr. President, the condition of the Indian tribes 
is one of the most extraordinary recorded in the 


whole history of the human race. When the | 


Europeans landed upon this continent they found 
ita occupants divided into small bands, seattered 
overthecountry. In summer they were in their 
villages, near a rich bottom, where the women 
raised a little corn—very little, indeed—and in the 
autumn they dispersed to their hunting grounds, 
where they followed the game ducing the winter. 


Such was the round of their lives, broken only || 


by hoasule excursions, and by the necessities of 
defense. They were ina perpetual state of war 
with each other. It is a mere dream to’ suppose 
that there ever was a golden age im the history of 


the American Indians when they wereail at peace, | 


end chat thes primitive condition was'destroyed by 
the advent of the white man. There was no-such 
happy state of things. There are barbarous prac- 
tices, laws indeed, mm force among the Indians, 
which necessarily incite them to wur and to blood- 
shed. 

There was nothing in the institutions of Greece 
and Rome better caiculated to secure the devotion 
of the citizens to the expectations and requisitions 
of thew country than is presented to us in the or- 
ganizations of our primitive people. Periodieally, 
perhaps two or three times a year, the whole tribe 
assembles at ite viltage to hold thegreat war dance. 
Men, women, and children equally attend, and 
all are equally interested in the exciting ceremo- 
mes. A postis erected, around which the assembly 
convenes, and each indian, coming forward im 
turn, strikes it, and recounts his warlike feata. 
As these are more desperate and successful the 
plaudits of the auditory are louder and more 
vehement. The narrative is always rigil/ly true, 
for were it not so the speaker would be covered 
with shame by the contradiction of those to whom 
the facts must be known. No young man is held 
in the slightest esteem by man or woman till he 
has joined a war party and struck an enemy with 
his tomahawk, for ali who are present at a suc- | 
ceasful feat participate equaliy in its honor. This | 
e@iubition is more powerful than land, or pay, or 
bounty. It drives the whole male popuiation to | 
make hostile incursions where they can free them- 
seives from the suspicion of cowardice. I have | 
witnessed these ceremonies with profound interest, 
displaying, as they do, some of the most powerful | 
motives of human action. 

Me. President, as a matter of justice we should 


survey this subject from the Indian point of view. | 


1 do not appear here as the apologist of the In- 
dians, but | appear here as a lover of truth. I) 
find no justification for their conduct; but in their 
position and in the condition of human nature, |) 
find much excuse for what they have done. In 
their own language, we have driven them ‘** from 
the rising to the setting sun.’’ This’ fair imherit- 
ance which we now enjoy was once their own. 
Our fathers landed on the continent, and swept 
their fathers before them. They have been driven | 
almost to destruction, and, | fear; they are fated | 
yet to reach it. With all my wishes for their | 
amelioration, both moral and physical, | am | 
among those whose fears predominate over their | 
hopes. We have extinguished their council fires, 


and plowed ap the bones of their ancestors. || 


Once high-spirited and powerful, they are now | 
feeble in heart and numbers, and Jook to us as | 
the authors of their fall. If, under these circum: | 
stances, the stern laws of nature have doomed | 
them toextinction, and if the decree for that pur- | 
pose has gone forth, let us be no participators by 
action or omission m the melancholy result. 





| 
‘ity. Mr. President, this is no sickly or puling 
sentimentality. In doing this, we are but obeying 
the dictates of the Gospel of the Pritice of Peace. 

I am happy to be able to say that f approve the 
views of the President of the United States con- 


tained in the message transmitted to us the other 
day, in which he says: 


‘“* With an earnest desire to promote the early settlement 


of the ceded lands, as well as those held in trust, and to || 
be sold for the benefit of the Indians, [ shall exercise all | 


_ the power intrusted to me to maintain strictly and in good | when the sun which is now shining upon us is 


faith our treaty obiigations. ”’ 


| In doing so, he will be supported by the peo- 
| ple of the United States, and by their representa- 


tives. [hope he will sustain to the letter the rights | 


secured to the Indians by treaty stipulations. 
Every question of expediency shduld yield to our 
| plighted faith. If we desire to change the treaties, 

let us buy those changes honestly. This is our 
duty, and I trust it will be performed. 


other side of the Chamber, that there are differ- 
ences of opinion between the various departments 


| of the Government in relation to this matter. | 


| This difference alluded to is not one which is 


| results from injudicious legislation. The difficulty 
is that you have two independent Departments of 
the Government operating on the same subject- 
matter. The Indian office ought never to have 
been separated from the War Department. | 


| thought so at the time, and every day confirms || 


that opinion. The military are necessarily called 
into close connection with the Indians, and there 
should be a close connection between the Indian 
| agents and the military authorities in the same 
region of country. Both should be made respon- 
sible to the same Department of the Government. 


The result of the present condition of affairs is, | 


that you have two sets of officers, and too often 
| with antagonistic views, reporting to different De- 
partments. These reports, when they come tous, 
| present an apparent want of union. That isthe 
_ true state of the case. [It does not result from the 
conduct of the Departments here, but from the 


I will take this opportunity of saying that! think 
| the officer now at the head of the Department of 
; 
| man, and | am glad to see such a man in that posi- 
tion, and that he unites to these qualifications that 
of great firmness, now more indispensable than 
ever. 


| 
| 


| characteristics connected with the manners and 


| eustoms of the Indians which drive them to war | 


| almost in spite of themselves. This circumstance 
| the eye of liberality and of reason, constitutes a 
palliation, and ought to teach us a proper degree 
| of forbearance. It has been said here, and very 
| truly, that a system of revenge prevails among the 
| Indians; and it might have been added that they 
| are not alone in that characteristic, for the same 
| system prevailed among the Arabs in the earliest 
| umes, and prevails to this day; for they are as 
| unchangeable as the deserts over which they roam. 
| According to the aboriginal custome, if one Indian 
| 18 killed, it becomes the duty of his surviving rela- 
| tives to take the life of the murderer, if he belongs 

to the same tribe; but if he does not belong to 
| that tribe, it is their duty to take the life of the first 
| man of the tribe they meet. Such is the Indian 
law, and bad enough it is. But, I repeat, it is not 
confined to them. It is the Arab law; and, strange 
as it may seem, travelers state that its effect among 
the Arabs has been to produce a very healthful 
| state of things in the East, compared with what 
| would have been the result without warning to 
| passion. There is no law, no superior authority 








|| there. How, then, are you to prevent murders, 
Now, sir, as a Christian people, what is it our || unless by an institution which pu's the power of || 


dary wy de? bt is to aid-and instruct them; to || retaliation into the possession of the injured party? 


chastise them, if we nrust, but as little as may be, | 
and in all respect#to treat them justly, humanely, | 


liberally. Weare the judges in our own cause; | 


let us judge in mercy, as we hope to be judged in | 
mercy iat that great bar, where the red man and 
the white man will lose their inequality, and where 
the distinctions of races will disappear in the great | 


It is lamentable that such a remedy should be re- 
quired ;*vat, both in Arabia and in our forest, it has, 
no doubt, prevented many a deed of blood, many 
an extirpation, indeed, of families and of tribes. 
| | allude to these circumstances to show that, bar- 
| barows as such usages are, they are sometimes 

founded in the laws of necessity, and that their 


of their condition, although no justification, yet, in | 
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yesterday, or the day before, sickly sentimental. | 
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war, nor he alone can justly be accused of se 


_ it. It is a predisposition which seems to adher, 


to man in the highest, as in the lowest, state of 
development. It has been so since the first greg: 
event recorded in history, leading to the establish. 
ment of separate communities—the going forth o 
the human family from the plains of Shinar, }, 


_ has been so since the first battle of which we hay. 





We have been told, sir, by gentlemen on the | 


| any authentic account, was fought—the bat), 


of the four Kings against the five Kings in th, 
vale of Siddim—down to this very Moment, 


witnessing that mighty contest of nations upo, 


| the shores of the Euxine; the booming of whos. 


cannon is traveling around the earth, startling the 
people of continent and of island by its terrib\, 
| reverberations. 
Barbarous customs have existed everywher, 
and no people have the right to claim exemptio, 
| from the common charge of cruelty, nor to boas, 
_of their own superior humanity. Ips were 
taken by Scythians, as the old Father of History 
| Herodotus, tells us, and by the Carthagenians, «5 
we learn from Polybius. They were trophies of 
victory, like captured standards. Herodotus says 


| that the Scythians drank the blood of the firs 
personal, nor one caused by the Departments, but | 


| 


1} dition. 


person they killed; and his description of the oper. 
ation of scalping is as accurate and graphic as jf 
he had participated in a successful Indian expe. 
very schoolboy has read, and can repeat, 
the story of Hector and Achilles, and how the 
Trojan hero was dragged around the city he had 
so long defended by his barbarous conqueror. | 
have seen and heard nothing more revolting than 


| this in the whole history of our Indian intercourse. 


condition in which you have placed your interests. || 


Indian Affirs, is an able, intelligent, and honest | 


| f have already stated that there are peculiar || 





|| As to the Greek chieftain, he is surrounded 


with no prestige in my eyes. Il have known a grea: 
| many Indians, goo« and bad, but I never knew one 
who exhibited worse or more diabolical traits of 
character than this same Mr. Achilles, [laughter,) 
_and yet the charms of Greek poesy have almost 
ennobled him in the opinion of mankind. Bu 


| Scripture comes to corroborate Profane History 


| in the record of human cruelties. In the Psalms 


|| of David, the Jewish monarch thus recounts the 


| mercies of Jehovah: ‘* When the wicked, even 
mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat 
/up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.”’ It is evi- 
| dent, sir, that the horrible practice of eating pris. 
oners must have prevailed at that day, in portions 
| of the East, probably among the tribes in contact 
| with the Jews, and often at war with them. 

Mr. BADGER. David spoke figuratively. |: 
not that figurative language ? 

Mr. CASS. | think not. Such language is 
used by way of illustration, and derives its force 
| from a preéxisting custom—a custom which we 

know has prevailed in the world. 
| But, sir, to come to our own day. What have 
_we seen? Man has done nothing in the New 
| World, or in the Old, more shocking than the deeds 


| which took place at the capture of San Sebastian 





with the British army. As an awful chapter in 
| the history of our race, and to teach us that the 
| Indians do not alone deserve reprobation, I will 
read a very few lines from Napier, the historian 
| of the campaigns of Wellington: ‘* This storm,” 
he says, ** seemed to be the signal of hell for the 
| perpetration of villany which would have shamed 
| the most ferocious bai barians of antiquity.’’’ 
He then goes on to recount some of the incr 
| dents; but they are of such a nature that I do not 
| choose to read them in this assembly. We are 
| told that at this very day the Russians are in the 
— of killing their prisoners on the field of 
| battle! 
During the reign of the magnificent Louis X!V., 
| the Palatinate, one of the most beautiful regions of 
| Germany, was taken possession of by a French 
-army, and—tI quote from history—the country 
| was given up to “ fireand sword, everything was 
| consumed, the villages and towns were burned, the 
| peasantry butchered without mercy,”’ and all this 
| in the midst of a terrible winter. 
Recollect what was said to be the pass-word st 
| the attack upon New Orleans—Beauty and Booty. 
Do you think that our Indian vocabulary fur- 
nishes words better calculated than those to incilé 
to plunder or destruction, or to something fat 
worse than both? They offer at coce a stimulus 
and a reward for those deeds of horror, for which 





congregation of the living and the dead. Sir, this | existence is not incompatible with laudable traits || language furnishes no sufficient terms for repro- 


is our daty—not merely wdaty of humanity, buat | 
of Chrisuanity and justice. 


heard this called || 


of conduct and character. 
But, sir, itis not the Indian alone who loves 


bation. I have remarked that it was said this 
was the pass-word. lt was so, and with strong 
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